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(Concluded from page 301.) 


Ir appears that, after this, 
when conversing with his friends 
he expressed some uneasy appre- 
hensions, as he could not date 
his conversion at any particular 
period, or trace that regular pro. 
gress of the divine work on his 
heart which some authors and 
other Christians have described ; 
and hence he was ready to fear 
that his former hopes would be 
found delusive. He said, that 
he had ever been sensible of the 
importance of religion ; but that, 
when there is a considerable 
knowledge of the truths of the 
gospel, it was difficult to distin- 
guish between that and the work 
of the Spirit ; ‘but,’ he added, 
‘that, utterly disclaiming all 
hope on the ground of personal 
merit, we must all, as sinners, 
whether greater or less, be saved 
in the same way, through the 
righteousness of Christ.’ But, 
whatever uncertainty he might 
havefelt on this occasion, at an- 
othertimehe told his father, That 
he had that day had such a view 
of the love of Christ in dying for 

Ver. IL. New Series. 


sinners, and such a belief of his 
interest in it, as was almost too 
much for him. He thought that 
he could not have borne more. 

He was concerned that, in 
consequence of being exceeding- 
ly nervous, he was prevented 
from always discovering that ex. 
emplary patience and compo. 
sure, for which he had generally 
been so remarkable. This he 
would frequently lament, as he 
thought it might have an appear- 
ance of tacit murmuring against 
God, which grieved him exceed. 
ingly. 

A few wecks previous to his 
death, he said, That, on looking 
back on his past life, he wonder- 
ed that his ardor had been di- 
rected towards objects so coms 
paratively trifling, and that his 
mind had not been more fixed up- 
on the causeof Christ, the promo. 
ting of which he now considered 
as the grand object of life. Head. 
ded, that, if he felt a wish to live, 
it was that he might devote him. 
self more entirely to God, and 
testify his love to that Savior 
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338 
who had shewn such love to 
him. At the same time, he re- 


peated this verse of Dr. Dod- 
dridge : 


‘Tis to my Savior I would live, 
To him who for my ransom died ; 
Nor could untainted Eden give 
Such bliss as blossoms at his side.’ 


‘ My views,’ said he, ‘ upon the 
subject of redemption, are very 
different now from what they 
once were, I once thought teo 
much stress was laid on it by ma- 
ny; but now I find it to be the 
grand pillar of christianity. 
What a mercy it is,’ he added, 
* that all is done for us, and that 
we have nothing to do but to 
accept of salvation! When we 
are enabled to rely entirely on 
Christ, then it is that we taste 
the comforts of religion.’ 
When some person had been 
speaking of the blessing of 
health, * I do not think,’ said 
he, ‘a state of ailliction the most 
undesirable for a Christian, Far 
from it. JI trust I shall ever 
have reason to bless God for this 
affliction, and for all his myste- 


rious dealings with me, by which. 


he has brought me to amuch 
greater knowledge of himself. 
On its being suggested to him, 
that it was a mercy he was not 
in great pain, and still more that 
his mind was so supported, he 
said, * Yes; but 1 have been 
much distressed the past night ; 
yet | was enabled again to cast 
myself on my Savior; and | 
trust that he has acceptedme. I 
have given myself upto him be. 
fore; and,-I trust, he will not now 
forsake me. 1 have at times felt 


- my faith so strong, that I have 
‘thought that, if an angel from 


Heaven had come to me, with 
an assurance of my salvation, | 
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could not have more firmly be. 

lieved it.” He then repeated, 

with peculiar animation, the fol. 

lowing verse from Dr. Dod. 

dridge : 

* On thy dear cross I fix mine eyes, 
Then raise them to thy seat, 


Till love dissolve my inmost soul 
At my Redeemer’s feet.’ 


*Such,’ added he, * has been my 
ex perience.’ 

W hen his friends said that they 
had hoped it would have been 
the will of God to lengthen his 
life, but that it would be selfish 
to detain him here with such hap- 
piness in view, ‘Yes,’ he replied, 
‘ I have no wish to live. Heaven 
is aglorious place! My prayer 
is, That I may possess, not mere- 
ly a firm reliance, but a triamph- 
aut hopein the prospect of death! 
—this, I trust,my heavenly Fa. 
ther will grant me ! 

On his being informed by his 
father, that his medical attendants 
had pronounced his case to be 
hopeless, he expressed surprise ; 
but without any change of coun. 
tenance. He said that, though 
he had, for several days, believ- 
ed himself to be in a very criti. 
cal state, he had looked forward 
to weeks, or, perhaps, months 
of longer life ;—* but IL havea 
bright prospect,’ he added, * be- 
yond the grave! and, though I 
feel myself a vile, unworthy sin- 
ner, yet I trust that God has ac- 
cepted me, through my blessed 
Redeemer. I have felt the 
sweet drawings of his Spirit, 
and the assurances of his love. 
Yes ; Jesus is mine, and I am 
his!—1 know that he has loved 
me !—I regret that I have done 
so little for him in life: and had | 
hoped to be raised up, that I 
might honor him by some emi- 
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nent services. I have no — 
to live but for this end,—that I 


may glorify that God ‘whe has 
done so much for me.’ He then 
spoke again of the delightful 
view that he had of the love of 
the Savior in dying for him ; to 
which we have alluded in the 
former part of this narrative. 
‘After supplicating the divine 
mercy,’ said he,° with particular 
importunity, going t’ rough the 
whole work of redemption and 
applying it to myself, then it 
was that, in a most remarkable 
manner, I felt the Spirit bearing 
witness with my spirit, that I 
was one of the children of God; 
and sO overpowering was it, 
that I could not but weep for joy. 
Though [ trust that, long before 
I had yielded myself up to God, 
and had experienced at times his 
love shed abroad in my heart, 
yet it was not constant ;—but, 
since that time, I do not know 
that I haveentertained onedoubt; 
and i trust that my Redeemer 
will grant me his grace, to hold 
onto the end, ‘§ He will never 
break the bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoking flax.’ 

When one of his sisters said 
that his frieuds only had reason 
for sorrow, he replied, ‘ And 
why you, my dear? Follow on, 
and you shall attain.” He then 
took each of them by the hand, 
saying that this afiliction had 
greatly endeared them all to him: 
and expressed his earnest hope 
that they might all meet around 
the throne, and join in praising 
Him who sits on the throne, and 
the Lamb for ever and ever. 
‘There,’ said he, ‘1 shall meet 
my dear mother and brother, and 
all our relations, who are now 
in glory.” He then repeated the 


280th Hymn of Dr. Doddridge, 
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with a lively emotion, and par-— 


ticularly the following verse ;— 


* Yes; thou hast lov’d this sinful worm, 
Hast given thyself for me ; 

Hast brought me from eternal death, 
Nail’d to the bloody tree.’ 


He regretted that he had not 
been earlier apprized of his situ- 
ation, as, he said, it had pre- 
vented his enjoying the company 
of his christian friends, and 
many delightful seasons of com- 
munion with God; that it had 
led him to spend those hours 
in attention to his health, which 
should have been devoted to the 
service of his Redeemer; ‘ but 
I bless God,’ he added, ‘the great 
work is not now to be done! I 
can call God my Father, Christ 
my Redeemer, I have often 
thought of the last memorandum 
in George’s Diary, in which he 
speaks of the love of the Savior 
as expressive of my own feelings.’ 
He then quoted the following ex- 
tract from it:—‘ I had to-day, 
in the house of God, so cleara 
view of the love of Christ in dy- 
ing for sinners, that [ could 
truly say with theapostle, ‘* The 
love of Christ constraineth me.” 

A few hours after, he convers- 
ed with his brother in the lan- 
guageof joyful expectation. ‘No 
one,’ says he, ‘ who has tasted 
of the joys of Heaven, would 
wish tocome back again to earth,’ 
adopting, as expressive of his 
own experience, these animated 
lines in Dr. Watts’? Miscolla- 
nies : 


‘Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is 
pure ; 

It bears the trying furnace. Love divine 

Constrains me: lam thine. Incarnate 
love 

Has seiz’d, and holds me in Almighty 
arms. 

Here’s my salvation, my eternal hope,—~ 
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Amidst the wreck of worlds and dying 
nature 


T am the Lord’s, and he for ever mine!’ 


During the remainder of the 
day, though he suffered much 
from a fresh hemorrhage, he dis- 
covered singular patience, not 
uttering a murmur or complaint, 
but calmly acquiescing in the 
sovercign pleasure of God. 
Complaining one morning to 
his friends that his communion 
with God had, during the past 
night, been suspended, they en- 
deavored to comfort him, by as- 
cribing it to the effect of his dis- 
order. ‘Ah! said he, ‘donot 
talk so. Is not that an evil to 
be lamented, which has occa- 
sioned my heavenly Father to 
withdraw the sensible assurances 
of hislove? Is not that anevil, 
to remain without communion 
with my God ?—but’ added he, 
* though he may have withdrawn 
the full assurance of his love for 
atime, my Savior will return a- 
gain! J] know that he will re. 
turn; and though weeping may 
endure for a night, joy will come 
in the morning.’ Then, lifting 
up his eyes, he said, ‘O, my 
heavenly Father! can such an 
unworthy sinner as I, hope for 
thy favor? Never, but for thy 
unchangeable love !—never, but 
for thy boundless’ mercy! 
Though our feelings vary, thou 
changest not! Thou wilt never 
leave those who have felt so 
much of thy gracious presence !’ 
Throughoutthis day he continued 
in a very devotional temper ; and 
finding that it was the Sabbath, 
he said, ‘ If this be ny last Sab. 
bath on earth, 1 shall spend an 
eternal Sabbath in Lleaven.? 
When his father and sister were 
moving the bed-chair for him, he 
said, * These bones, which are 


now moved in this chair, wil] 
shortly be mouldering in the 
tomb.’ He then enlarged on the 
superior happiness which the 
soul would experience «hen dis. 
missed from this state of tnfirmi-. 
ty, and repeated an expression 
similar to what he had before ut. 
tered, that he had wished to hon. 
or God by some signal service 
in life; * but if he choose,’ he 
added, ‘to take me from this 
state of pain and sickness, to 
serve him in perfection above, it 
will be infinitely better, and I 
am sure I shali not repine.’ 

He frequently spoke, in the 
course of the day, in the same 
pleasing manner; but when he 
awoke, about 11 at night, he 
expressed, with perfect compos. 
ure and clearness, such emotions 
of joy for more than an hour, 
that he appeared to be like one 
on the confines of glory ; and it 
isto be regretted, that the feel. 
ings of his friends were so over. 
powered, as to prevent their re. 
taining his rapturous expressions, 
No part of his dying testimony 
was more impressive. His ap- 
peals to Heaven, asa test of his 
past experience, were particu. 
larly solemn and affecting. Ino 
the full and triumphant hope of 
future blessedness, he repeated, 
with a small alteration, the fol- 
lowing verses from ahymnof Dr. 


Doddridge— 


‘ Jesus, my soul’s eternal theme, 
My transport and my trust; 

Jewels to thee are gaudy toys, 
And gold is sordid dust. 


Pll speak the honors of thy name 
With my fast lab’ring breath ; 

Then, speechless,clasp thee in my arms, 
‘The Antidote of death.’ 


While uttering these words, he 
clasped his hands and raised his 
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eyes, with a countenance expres. 
sive of his heavenly transport. 
The next morning, seeing his 
sisters by his bed.-side, he said, 
‘Through the goodness of God, 
we live to behold each other a- 
ain!—-this is a mercy! but, if it 
had pleased him, I should have 
been glad to have been taken the 
past night.’ His sisters replied, 
That God would take him in his 
own time, which is the best. ‘It 
is,’ said he, ‘and in the mean time 
Thope to enjoy communications 
of his grace, by continua! inter- 
eourse with Heaven ; for, in pro. 
portion aswe maintain habitual in- 
tercourse with God, we shal! taste 
the consolations of -his Spirit.’ 
Late in the evening he called them 
to his bed-side, saying, ‘My time 
is now come.’ He then took 
each of their hands, and commit- 
ted them most affectionately to 
the care of their heavenly Father. 
On Tuesday afternoon, feeling 
the approaches of dvath, he broke 
out in these rapturous expres. 
sions :—‘ | find now it is no de. 
lusion! My hopes are well 
founded! | shall soon join the 
blissful company around the 
throne! Kye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive 


the glory I shall shortly partake: 


of! Read your Bible! I shall 
read mine no more!—no more 
need it!” When his brother 
said to him, ** You seem to en. 
Joy foretastes of heaven,” *O! 
replied he, € thisis no longer a 
foretaste!—this is heaven! I 
ot only feel the climate, but I 
breathe the fine ambrosial air of 

taven, and soon shall enjoy 
the company! Can this be dy- 
ing’ This body seems no longer 
to belong to the soul! It ap- 
Pears only as a curtain that cov- 


ers it; and soon I shall drop 
this curtain, and be set at liber. 
ty!’ Then, putting his hand to 
his breast, he exclaimed, ‘I re- 
joice to feel these bones give 
way !’—repeating it, ‘I rejoice 
to feel these bones give way, as 
it tells me I shall shortly be with 
my God in glory 
Notwithstanding these sup- 
ports and enjoyments, our young 
friend was not permitted to 
‘ pass through the valley of the 
shaduw of death’ undisturbed. 
The powers of darkness molested 
him, and, for a short season, 
almost overwhelmed him with 
despair. Let not the reader 
suppose that we ascribe all the 
distress which is felt on a death. 
bed, to the iniluence or suggeSe 
tions of Satan. It is sometimes 
to be imputed to the just re- 
proofs of an enlightened and 
guilty conscience, and frequent- 
ly toimperfect views of religion, 
or to the mere effect of bodily in. 
firmity;—but let itnot be imagin-~ 
ed, on the other hand, that we 
are to discard all ideas of the 
agency of evil spirits on these 
aflecting occasions. If Satan 
was permitted to infest the Cap- 
tain of our salvation in his dy- 
ing agonies, can we wonder that 
his followers are exposed to his 
attacks in similar circumstances? 
If he practised his devices on the 
primitive Christians, we have no 
reason to expect an exemption 
from his malicious assaults. In 
consequence, therefore, we pre- 
sume, of such temptations, our 
friend experienced a sudden tran- 
sition from the highest joy to 
the very deepest distress. His 
countenance suddenly changed, 
and he exclaimed, ‘What a cloud 
has come over me! What can 
this be? IT am lost! I am lost !* 
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I was taken,’ says he, ‘to the 
portals of heaven, and was about 
to enter it, when the door was 
shut against me; and now [ 
shall never, never see that glori- 
ous place!’ When he was re. 
minded of his’ past enjoyments, 
‘Yes,’ said he, ‘I have been fa- 
vored with the manifestations 
of his love ; but I have grieved 
his Spirit, and he is withdrawn 
from me for ever;’ repeating 
these words, ‘If thou forsake 
him, he will cast thee off for ev- 
er.’ Then, turning to his friends, 
he said to them, in a most pa- 
thetic manner, ‘ Take warning 
by me!’ He then addressed him- 
self to God, lamenting the mise- 
ry of his absence, and dreading 
an eternal separation from him ; 
saying,‘ O, my Father! shall 1 
never sce thy face ?—Shall I 
be banished for ever from thy 
smiles,—from those smiles which 
make the bliss of Heaven? How 
can I bear the thought ? Have I 
not, at times, experienced such 
joys in thy ways, as to make me 
esteem all things here as dung 
and dross, as unworthy my re- 
gard ?—and shall [ never realize 
those delightful anticipations ?’ 
His father then said to him, 
** But could you enjoy the com. 
pany of the wicked in the re- 
gions of despair s’’—‘*Q, no!’ 
said he, ‘their company here is 
my abhorrence !’—** What is it 
then, which gives you, so much 
distress ??—-* Because I have 
tempted his Spirit, and he is 
withdrawn from me for ever.’— 
** But are you not grieved for 
his departure? and do you not 
wish for his return ???—* [ would 
give all the world, if 1 possessed 
it, to obtain one hope of it.’ 
*¢ Do you think then your past 
experience a delusion ??’—* No, 


I know it was not adelusion ; [| 
have had such joysin theways of 
God, as the wicked know not 
of ;—such delightful anticipa. 
tions of the bliss of Heaven, 
that [ thought [ should certain. 
ly arrive there.” He continued 
in this state for a considerable 
time ; and neither the prayers 
nor conversation of his friends 
afforded him any relief. In 
these afflicting circumstances he 
addressed the Lord, with such 
an importunity and awful solem. 
nity as his attendants had never 
seen on any occasion. * Ilavel 
not,’ says he, ‘ given myself up 
to thee? Have I not chosen 
thee for my portion ? Hast thou 
not assured me of thy love? And 
wilt thou now cast me off for 
ever ?”—After uttering these, 
and other expressions, to the 
same purpose, a divine light ir. 
radiated the gloom; and he 
was enabled to triumph over the 
delusions of the tempter. 

After this, as much as his ill. 
ness permitted, he was general. 
ly employed in devotion or in 
religious conversation, which 
indicated the happy state of his 
mind. At one time he said, ‘I 
have always considered that re- 
ligion was not to be made a by- 
concern, but the supreme object 
of life.’ On another occasivos, 
he said to his father, * I desire 
to be thankful for the restraints 
of a good education.’ At anoth- 
er time he said, * This bed has 
been witness to many sweet sea- 
sons of communion with my 
God.’ 

On the Friday morning preced- 
ing his death, being asked if Christ 
was precious to him, he replied, 
in an ecstacy of joy, ‘‘O yes, ~ 
is precious indeed! very precious: 
Iam very confident of this very 
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thing, that he who hath begun the 
good work will perform it.’ He 
spoke much more. to the same 
purpose ; but part of what he 
said, his friends could not fully 
understand. 

On the Lord’s Day morning, 
shortly before he died, having 
called his father and sisters to 


| his bed-side, he addressed each 


of them for some time ; and af. 
terwards offered up a_ fervent 
rayer for them. But his voice 
failing, Jittle could be under. 
stood. But after this he lay per. 
fectly composed, with a heaven. 
ly serenity of countenance. His 
breath became gradually shurter, 
till at length, without a sigh or 
astruggle, he fell asleep in Jesus. 
The last words which he was 
heard to utter were, ‘Glory, 
glory, glory!’ He died on the 
Lord’s Day, April 17th, 1808, 
in the 24th year of his age. 

The preceding memoir may 
probably be read by some young 
persons who have devoted much 
of their time to literary pursuits. 
lt is possible, that in conse. 
quence of their connexions, or 
the course of their reading and 
study, they have been accustom. 
edto associate all that is igno. 
rant and grovelling with their 
ideas of what isdcnominated Vital 
Religion. But let them bere con- 
template a youth of distinguish 
ed abilities, who gloried in the 
truths which they have learnt to 
despise. It deserves too their 
Serious consideration, whether 
the principles which they have 
Substituted for them, can inspire 
ich @ superiority to worldly 
attractions, or make them equal- 
ly Willing to quit all that is dear 
aud lovely in life, and enter on 


— 
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the scene of an untried eternity. 

We hope that this narrative 
may serve to obviate an objec- 
tion, which the young often feel 
against serious religion. If they 
think that it is adapted to make 
them unhappy, let them consider 
its effect on the subject of this 
memoir. Possessing all the ar- 
dent feelings of youth, he made 
light of present pleasures, and 
the most flattering prospects of 
honor and interest; in conse- 
quence of the superior comfort 
which he derived from religion. 
It is surely then the want, not 
the possession of piety, which at 
any time renders men wretched 
or gloomy. 

What an affecting proof has 
been here exhibited of the un- 
certainty of worldly hopes and 
enjoyments! The youthful eye, 
that may be now moving over 
this page, may also. before the 
cnd of another short year, be 
mouldered to dust; and the 
immortal spirit by which itis an- 
imated, be fixed in a state of 
happiness or misery. How dread- 
ful will the consequence be, if 
time shall have been presumptu- 
ously trifled away, and a prepa- 
ration for eternity bave been en- 
tirely neglected ! 

We hope that pious parents 
will be encouraged by this me- 
moir, to attend to the most im- 
portant concerns of their chil- 
dren. The best education in- 
decd cannot produce real relig- 
ion ; and whether a Timothy or 
a Zaccheus be converted to God, 
the change must be ascribed to 
the operation of the Spirit. Bat 
prudent, pious, persevering en. 
deavors have seldom failed of 
ultimately obtaining a blessing. 
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LIFE OF BERNARD GILPIN, 


Tus excellent divine, who 
merited and obtained the glori- 
ous titles of the father of the 
poor,and the apostle of thenorth, 
was born at Kentmire, in the 
county of Westmoreland, in the 
year 1517. He was descended 
of an ancient and honorable 
family ; but being a younger 
brother he was under the ne. 
cessity of directing his attention 
to some profession: and he chose 
the church, for which his serious 
and contemplative habits, even 
from early life, seemed peculiar- 
ly to qualify him. An instance 
of acute discernment, while he 
was yet an infant, is related of 
him by his biographer. A friar, 
pretending to be a_ zealous 
preacher, came, on a Saturday 
evening, to his father’s house, 
where he was hospitably enter. 
tained; but was tempted, by the 
good cheer set before him, both 
to eat and drink to excess. The 
next morning he preached at 
church, and in his sermon in- 
veighed with great vehemence 
against the licentiousness aud 
sensuality of the times, and par- 
ticularly against drunkenness, 
Upon this, young Gilpin, who 
sat on his mother’s knee, and 
seemed much interested by the 
friar’s discourse, cried out with 
indignation, ‘*Ohmother,do you 
hear how this man dares to speak 
against drunkenness, and yet he 
was drunk himself last night ?’’ 
But his mother stopt his mouth 
with her hand, it being in those 
days an unpardonable sin to find 
fault with the clergy. 

His parents, perceiving him 
to be a boy of quick parts, were 
anxious to afford him every ad- 
vantage of education ; and after 


he had passed the requisite time 
at a grammar school, where he ig 
said to have distinguished him. 
self, he was removed, in the year 
1533, to Oxford, and was there 
admitted on the foundation of 
Queen’s college. His application 
to the various branches of learn. 
ing then taught in the universi. 
ty was great. He was very con. 
versant with the writings of FE. 
rasmus; and to these he was 
probably indebted for his ear! 
emancipation from the shackles 
of prejudice, the freedom with 
which he pursued his theological 
inquiries, and the diligence with 
which he was induced to study 
the Scriptures. ‘To a knowl. 
edge of the logic and philosophy 
of the day, he added a thorough 
acquaintance with the Greek 
and Hebrew languages. And 
such was the esteem in which he 
was held as a scholar, that he 
was one of the first who was 
nominated a member of Christ. 
church college, by Cardinal 
Wolsey, who founded and en- 
dowed that noble institution, 
At this period, as well as for 
some time afterwards, Gilpin, 
though much less bigoted than 
most of his contemjoraries, was 
nevertheless adverse to the prin- 
ciples of the reformation, He 
was even induced, by the impor- 
tunity of his friends, to dispute 
publicly against Hooper, and 
afterwards against Peter Martyr, 
who hed been appointed by 
King Edward the sixth to the di- 
vinity chair at Oxford. On tis 
last occasion, that he might be 
better able to defend his cause, 
he carefully perused the Scrip- 
tures and the ancient fathers; 
but the more he read, the less 
confidence did he entertain 
the truth of the tenets he w® 
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engaged to support. This state 
of mind greatly indisposed him 
to enter the lists with Peter Mar- 
tyr; but he resolved, that at 
Jeast, he would use the disputa- 
tion as a means of bringing his 
old opinions to the test of reason 
and Scripture ; and that, laying 
aside the temper of a caviller, he 
would make truth tie sole ob- 
ject of his pursuit. His candor 
and ingenuousness were so strik. 
ing, particularly when compared 
with the perverseness and bigot. 
ry of many of the other impug- 
ners of the new doctrines, that 
Peter Martyr used to say, ‘‘For 
iny other hot-headed adversaries, 
I am not much concerned for 
them: but I am troubled for Gil- 
pin; for he speaks and acts with 
a singular uprightness of heart.” 
And he weuld often pray that 
God would be pleased at last to 
convert to the truth this honest 
and pious papist. And he pray. 
ed not in vain; for, from this 
time Gilpin determined, both by 
study and prayer, to search out 
the truth. And it pleased God 
at length to enlighten his mind 
to perceive the errors of popery, 
and the necessity of separating 
from the apostate church of 
Rome. To this result, an ac. 
quaintance with the early histo. 
ry of the church greatly con- 
tributed. <A diligent examina- 
tion of the subject convinced 
him that the doctrines of tran- 
substantiation, indulgences, and 
works of supererogation, the 
Worship of images, the denial of 
the cup to the laity, and the 
prohibition of the common use of 
the Scriptures, were inventions 
of later times, wholly unknown 
to the purer ages of the church ; 
and his attachment to them was 
Sreatly shaken by this discovery. 
Vor, II. New Series. 
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But what perhaps more than 
any thing else determined him to 
withdraw from the popish com. 
munion, was the declaration of the 
council of Trent,which had been 
called together for the express 
purpose of reforming ecclesias- 
tical abuses, that the traditions 
of the church were to be esteem- 
ed of equal authority with Scrip- 
ture. 

These and other things, par- 
ticularly the opposition made by 
the priests to the reformation of 
even what they acknowledged to 
be amiss, much ** grieved me,’’ 
as he observes in a letter of his 
which is yet extant, *‘ and made 
me seek for quietness in God’s 
word ; for no where else could 
I find any stay.’’ ‘* My nature,” 
he proceeds to remark, ** hath 
evermore fled controversy so 
much as I could. My delight 
and desire hath been to preach 
Christ, and our salvation by him, 
in simplicity and truth; and to 
comfort myself with the sweet 
promises of the gospel and in 
prayer.” 

Mr. Gilpin continued at Ox. 
ford till his thirty-fifth year, 
when he was presented, by king 
Edward the sixth, to the vicarage 
of Norton, in the county of 
Durham. But he was first ap. 
pointed to preach before the 
king, that conscientious mon. 
arch being unwilling to grant 
preferment to any clergyman of 
whose attachment to the princi. 
ples of the reformation he had 
not reason to be satisfied. On 
this occasion he took for his 
subject the gross venality and 
corruption of the age, against 
which he inveighed with great 
boldness. His freedom did not. 
prove offensive at court. It 


even recommended him to the 
aU 
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notice of some persons of rank, 
and particularly to those gen- 
tlemen who were afterwards the 


-earis of Bedford and Leicester, 


and who were aiways ready to 
patronize him. He also obtain. 
ed at ihis time a general licence 
for preaching, a mark of honor 
conterred but on few. 

Having passed some time in 
Louodun, he repaired to his par- 
ish, ‘o the pastora: care of which 
he chictiy devoted himseif, occa. 
Sionmally using the king’s licence 
to preach in other parts of the 
couniy. When he entered, 
however, on this new line of 
ministerial duty, he felt hunself 
80 much cinDarsassed by doctrin. 
al dithicuities, that he was induc. 
ed tu coufine himself, in his ser. 
Mos, priucipaliy to mculcating 
on his heaiers a virtuous Conduct 
aud dissuading them from vicious 
pursuis, His conscience was 
tuv tender to rest satisfied for 
any iung time with so questiuna. 
bie a course of proceeding, as 
that of omitting to unfold to 
his tock the peculiar truths of 
the gospel. He became quite 
unhappy, and resolved to lay 
his case before bishop Tunstal, 
the bishop of Durham, who was 
his maternal uncie. ‘The bishop 
advised him to visit the continent, 
that he might coufer with the 
most eminent divines, both pa. 
pist and protestant, and thus re. 
solve his doubts; and in the 
mean time he might appoint a 
substitute to take care of his 
parish. Mr. Gtipin’s ideas of pas. 
toral obijgation were far too 
strict to allow him to foliow the 
whole of his uncle’s counsel. It 
was his intention to spend two 
or three years abroad; and no 
excuse appearcu lO Aim suicient 
to justify non-residence for such 


a period, and on such grounds 
as led him away from his parish; 
nor could he reconcile it to his 
conscience, though his income 
was otherwise very limited, to 
draw any part of the means of 
his subsistence from a benefice, 
the duties attached to which he 
did net perform. He accord. 
ingly resigned his living to a 
friend, of whose piety as well as 
ability he was well assured, and 
set out on his journey. 

On getting to London, he 
found the bishop greatly displeas. 
ed at his resignation of his living, 
which he ceusured as an act of 
great fully and imprudence, pre- 
dicting, that, if he continued to 
act inthis mauner, he must die a 
beggar. Gilpin excused him. 
self, by saying that he could not 
retain the living aud his peace of 
conscience too, ** Conscience ” 
replied the bishop 5 ** you might 
have had a dispensation.”’ **But 
I was afraid,” rejoied Gilpin, 
**that when I came before the 
tribunal of Christ, it would not 
serve my turn to plead a dispen- 
sation from doing my daty to my 
liock.”’ The bishop, notwith- 
standing this circumstance, part- 
ed with his nephew in good hu- 
mor; for though he disapprov- 
ed of his needless scrupulosity, 
as he deemed it to be, he never- 
theless highly respected his in- 
tegrity. 

Mr. Gilpin on his landing in 
Holland, went to Mechlin, where 
his brother George then was, 
pursuing the study of the civil 
law, and laboring to acquaint 
himself with subjects of general 
policy.* He was at this time 4 


* Mr. George Gilpin was much em- 
ployed in negotiations during the reiga 
of Queen Elizabeth. He was highly es- 
teeined both tor abilities and integrity- 
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zealous papist: but the visit of 
Bernard appears to have produc. 
ed an entire change in his opin. 
ions; for he became soon after. 
wards a warm advocate for the 
Reformation, 

Mr. Gilpin visited most of the 
towns in Brabant; but he made 
Louvain the place of his resi- 
dence, because it afforded the 
best opportunities for study. 
Its noble university, consisting 
of many colleges, drew together 
learned men from all quarters ; 
some of the most eminent divines, 
both papist and protestant, re- 
sided there ; and one of the chief 
studies of the place was theolo- 
gy. Here Mr. Gilpin prosecut- 
ed his inquiries with great vigor 
and perseverance ; till at length 
he began to have clearer and 
more consistent views of the doc- 
trines of the Reformation, and 
to feel thoroughly satisfied with 
the preference he had been dis- 
posed to give to them, 

While he was thus employed, 
news arrived of the death of king 
Edward the sixth, and the acces. 
sion of queen Mary. Bishop Tun- 
stal, who had been sent to the 
Tower by the former, was now 
released, and re-established in his 
bishopric. This intelligence had 
scarcely reached him, before he 
received, through his brother 
George, the offer of a valuable 
living in his uncle’s gift which 
was then vacant. His brother 
pressed him by a variety of argu. 
menis to accept this offer; but 
to all his arguments Bernard re- 
plied, that his conscience would 
not permit himto acceptit. He 
wrote, on this occasion, to the 
bishop. An extract from this 
letter will explain the principles 
which guidid his conduct ; and 
it would be well for the church 
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if such principles were more gene 
erally prevalent among the cler. 


‘6 When I met my brother, [ 
perceived his object was only to 
persuade me to take a ben fice, 
and to continue my studivs at 
this university ; which if I tad 
known to be the cause of his 
sending for me, I should not 
have needed to interrupt my 
studies to meet him ; for I have 
so long debated the matter with 
learned men, especially with the 
holy prophets, and the most an. 
cient and godly writers since 
Christ’s time, that I trust, as 
long as I live, never to burden 
my conscience with having a 
benefice and lying from it. My 
brother said that your lordship, 
and all my other friends, thought 
I] was much too scrupulous in 
that point. But if I be too 
scrupulous (as I cannot think 
that I am,) the matter is such, 
that [ had rather my conscience 
were therein a great deal too 
Strait, than a little too large; 
for I am seriously persuaded 
that I shall never offend God by 
refusing to have a benefice and 
lie from it, so long as I[ judge 
not evil of others ; which I ‘rust 
I shall not, but rather pray God 
daily that all who have cures 
may discharge their office in his 
sight, as may tend most to his 
glory and the profit of his 
church. He replied against me, 
that your lordship would give me 
no benefice, but what you would 
see discharged in my absence as 
well, or better, than I could dis. 
charge it myself. To which I 


answered, that I would be sorry 
if | thought not there were many 
thousands in England more able 
to discharge a cure than I find 
myself; and therefore IL desire 
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they may both take the cure and 
profit also, that they may be 
able to feed the body and the 
soul both, as I think all pastors 
are bound. As for me, I can 
never persuade myself to take 
the profit, and let another take 
the pains: forif he should teach 
and preach as faithfully as ever 
St. Austin did, yet should I not 
think myself discharged. And 
if | should strain my conscience 
herein, and strive with it to 
remain here, or in any other uni- 
versity, with such a condition, 
the unquietness of my conscience 
would not suffer me to profit in 
study at all.?’—‘** Which of our 
modern gaping rooks,”’ observes 
Gilpin’s biographer, the bishop 
of Chichester, ** could endeavor 
with more industry to obtain a 
benefice, than this man did to 
avoid one ?”’ 

This affair being settled, Mr. 
Gilpin continued his studies for 
some time longer at Louvain. 
While he remained there, a great 
many of his countrymen, driven 


from England by the bloody per. 


secutions under Mary, arrived 
in the low countries, to many of 
whom his exteusive acquaintance 
enabled him to be particularly 
useful. After he had been two 
years at Louvain, he went to 
Paris, where he published a work 
of the bishop of Durham on the 
sacrament, which gave consider. 
able offence to the more bigoted 
papists. During his stay at Par. 
is, his aversion from  popery 
greatly increased: he was quite 
disgusted with the superstition of 
the people, and the craft of the 
priests ; he saw more and more 
the evil tendency of popery, and 
the necessity of a reformation ; 
aud began to view with more fa. 
vor that reformation which had 
already commenced. The end 
of his going abroad being thus 
answered, he resolved on return. 
ing to England. His friends tri. 
ed to dissuade him, as the Mari. 
an persecution still raged: but 
he was not deterred by this cir. 
cumstance ; and after an absence 
of three years, he revisited his 
native country. 
( To be continued. J 
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CONGREGATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


Messrs. Editors, 

Tue observations on church 
government, in the Panoplist 
and Missionary Magazine of 
August, 1808, to which a reply 
was made in April and May, 
1809; ‘‘may be reduced to a 
single point :”’ but not exactly 
to the point, to which the author 
of the observations has reduced 
them in your No. of November 


last. His question is this, ‘Is 
the church limited to one pastor 
and brotherhood of believers?” 
This question I believe has never 
been asubject of debate. I had 
supposed that the point in de- 
bate was, Whether one pastor, 
and one brotherhoud of believers 
under his care, be not a church 
completely constituted in gospel 
order 2 On this question E.H. 
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has taken the negative; while 
the aflirmative has fallen to me. 
But, though the constitution of 
the church requires one pastor 
on'y: yet it does not limit the 
brethren to one: but permits 
them to enjoy the labors of as 
many as they may be disposed to 
choose. and able to support. 
The question, however, goes 
beyond the constitutional num. 
ber of pastors; for indeed the 
main object of the inquiry is, 
to determine in whom the eccle- 
siastical authority is vested. Is 
it divided between the elders, 
and brethren of the church, as 
“two distinct departments of 
power,’’ and given to the pastors 
as judges, and to the brethren 
as jurors, or assessors? Or is it 
vested in the church as a collec. 
tive, and deliberative assembly, 
guided by a moderator? The af- 
firmative of this last question 
appears to me to be amply sup- 
ported by Scripture; and the fol- 
lowing is believed to be a correct 
statement of the truth on this 
subject. The judicial authority 
is vested in each distinct church 
including the pastor, or pastors, 
formed to act as a deliberative 
assembly, and empowered to 
judge, and decide in all cases of 
discipline in respect of their own 
members. While the church 
acts in the simple capacity of a 
popular assembly, the pastor ex 
oficiv, acts as moderator; but 
in voting, he has no pre-eminence 
above a private brother. It is 
not by judicial acts, but prin- 
cipally by teaching, and exem- 
plifying religion publicly, and 
from house to house, that he is 
to magnify his pastoral office. 
But, before I proceed to evince 
the truth of the above statement ; 
(have a few cursory remarks to 


make on the observations on 
church government, in your No, 
of November. 

The writer says; ‘* There is 
no authority for the supposition 
that John addressed the churches 
through their pastors.’’ But, 
if Juhn did not, the Spirit of 
God did: and this is sufficient. 
‘+ He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches ; to him, that over- 
cometh, will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna,’’—Rev. il. 17. 
The churches were the candle. 
sticks, and not the stars; the 
brotherhood at large and not the 
angels. Again, ‘*’lo him, that 
overcometh, will I give to eat of 
the hidden manna.’”’ Is this 
promise made to the elder only, 
that overcometh ? Does not the 
word churches, immediately pre. 
cede? and does not the pronoun 
him, relate to every individual 
member who should overcome ? 

It is said, **'The New Testa. 
ment mentions no example of a 
church with only one pastor.” 
Passing over the seven churches 
of Asia, because there seems to 
be something mystical about 
them; I would cite an example 
from 3 John ix. ‘*I wrote unto 
the church ; but Déatrephes, 
who loveth to have the pre-emi. 
nence among them, receiveth us 
not.”’ 

It is added in favor of a court 
of elders: ‘* The powers attri. 
buted to the angel to try those, 
who say they are apostles, and 
find them liars, are such as no 
single pastor aad brotherhood, 
are authorized to _ exercise.” 
But, what if pretended apostles 
should encroach upon the charge 
of this writer? Would he not 
exhort his people, in their indi. 
vidual capacity, to try, prove, 











™ 
f 
4 


ag eye were 


~~ 


MPrperens 2: © 


7 tz 


TT EE EO EEE 
+s gr 


99) 





350 Principles of Church Government. 


and reject them ? It is the high 
prerogative of every Christian 
**to try the spirits, whether they 
are of God,’? 1 John iv. 1. 
Though the original word here 
used, is different from that in 
the address to the church at 
Ephesus, Rev. ii. 2; yet they 
both denote an act of discrimi- 
nating, or proving, by inspec. 
tion ; and in neither of them is 
the word commonly used to ex- 
press a judicial act. Paul was 
willing that all men should try 
his claims to the apostleship. 
Yes, certainly ; though an angel 
from heaven should preach any 
other gospel, than the apostles 
of Christ preached ; Christians, 
in their individual capacity, 
ought to try, and reject him as 
accursed. 

To ascertain the department, 
in which church authority is vest. 
ed, our author seems chiefly to 
depend, not on the words of 
Christ, nor on the writings of 
Paul; bat on the epistles to the 
seven churches of Asia. And 
hence, if the track he has pursu. 
ed be the right one, the point 
ean never be clearly ascertained : 
it must for ever remain involved 
in the obscurity of a figurative 
style; for the right explanation 
of which, no literal directions 
to the point can be found. But, 
we have not generally so learn- 
ed Christ, in regard to his mind 
on church authority. We do 
believe that his words, in con- 
nexion with an apostle’s practi- 
cal comment upon them, present 
the subject in a luminous point 
of view. It is from these literal 
and explicit parts of the Scrip- 
tures, that the evidence, for the 
truth of my position, will be ad- 
duced. 

‘¢Tell it to the church : but 


Ton, 
if he neglect to hear the chure} »s 
Matt. xvitt. 17. Mr. FH, how. 
evir, dissents from the commog 
acceptation of the word, church: 
and suggests, that our Lord dig 
not mean the brethren; but 
their rulers. He says, ** Direc, 
tions are often given toa col, 
lective body. which apply to a 
part only of the individuals in. 
cluded in it. Paul wrote to 4 
whole church, when he said, 
** Children, obey your parents; 
husbands, love your wives; ye 
fathers, provoke not your chil. 
dren to wrath.” The point 
here to be illustrated is this, 
*¢ That directions given to a cul. 
lective body, or to the whole 
church, often apply to a part 
only of the individuals included 
in it.” But it ts very plain, 
that Paul did not give directions 
to the whole church, when he 
gave those particular directions 
to parents, children, and hus. 
bands. He indeed dirce‘ed, 
or addressed, his epistte to the 
church : but his directing an 
epistle to a community was a 
thing very different from his giv. 
ing directions. in the epistle, [6 
the several classes of the com 
munity, This reference to an 
epistle. therefore, utterly fails 
to iflustrate the point io design 
And it is presumed, thar from 
writings of logica! accuracy, it 
cannot be shown, that a part 
only is directed, when the most 
explicit directions are unequivo- 
cally given to the whole commu- 
nity. The directions, therefore, 
given to the church by Jesus 
Christ and by his apostle Paul, 
were given not to a part only 
but to the whole. 

The exclusion of females from 
a participation of authority 


though they belong tothe church 
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> js out of the present question. 
' Nature itself, as well as the word 
- Be of God, teaches, that they should 
© B not exercise authority in the 
S church. Natural laws are para. 
( BF nount to positive. Whena pos- 
t > itive institution is given to a 
‘* @ whole community, it must be 
. | kept within the limits naturally 
. set to it, and permanenily estab- 
P lished by God ; but to ali within 
. these limits, it must extend. The 
i, male members of the church, as 


well as the pasturs, are within 
these limits ; and according to 
the natural, and irrepealabic law 
of God, they are justiy consid- 
ered as the active members of the 
church, as it respects the exer. 
cise of authority. When Christ 
gives positive direcuions to the 
whule church, those only can be 
excepted, whom a paramount 
law has incapacitated, in respect 
to such directions. 

{; is remarked by some of the 
/ most critical writers on the sub. 
ject, tbat there are in the New 
Testament but two original sens. 
es of the word, church; and 
thai, when applied to Delievers, 
it devotes either a single Cupgre- 
gation of Chrisiians; or the 
_ Whole christian = Community, 
“'fhe church in the house of 





jails Nymwphas’” may have been as 
iste Teaily @ Cuongrega.ton, as the 
rom church in the city of Ephesus. 
y, it In fact there seems to be no 
part ground in the Scriptures for the 


nost supposition, that the word 
i church sometimes denotes a coun- 
cil of pastors. 

It is said that ‘*Christ’s minis- 
try was under the law. If he 
had respect to the then existing 
‘tate of the church, it was that 
of Moses, which had elders in 
Svery city.’ ‘The author pruob- 
ably refers te the ehurches of the 








Principles of Church @overnment: 351 


synagogues : and in John ix.34, 
we have an instance of an excom- 
munication from one of them. 
But whoever shall attentively 
read that chapt@r, from the 18th 
to the 34th verse, will feel almost 
if not altogether, persuaded, 
that the Jews, the worshippers 
in the synagogue, ‘* cast him 
out.”? Hence, they were prob- 
ably considered by Christ as the 
church : the court of discipline. 
With this supposition, every 
sentence of Paul on the subject 
perfectly corresponds. 

He designates the christian 
community by the synonymous 
terms, church, them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints. The same com. 
munity he also calls brethren, 
and his beloved sons, whom he 
warns. ‘* Put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person.” 
1 Cor. v.13. Does the word, 
yourselves, mean the church col. 
lectively 2? Does it mean the 
brethren including their pastor, 
or pastors? If it do; and if 
this be made clearly to appear ; 
then the question under discus. 
sion will come to an issue in fa. 
vor of my statement. To what 
class of Christians then docs the 
word yourselves, refer? The 
chapter begins thus ‘It is re. 
ported commonly that there is 
fornication among you.’”’ You, 
in this verse, and yourselves, in 
the 13th, denote the same class of 
Chris'ians. Thereis an incestu- 
ous man among you ; therefore 
put asay from among yourselves 
that wicked person. And as in 
these two verses; so in every 
verse in this, and in the follow- 
ing Chapter, the apostle evident- 
ly addresses the same body of 
professors. Was it then among 
the pastors, asa separate, dis. 
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tinct body ; if such a plurality 
existed, that this wicked person 
was found ? Was it from the fel- 
lowship of the pastors, only, 
that he was to bé excommunicat- 
ed? Was it to the pastors, only, 
the apostle had written ‘* not to 
company with fornicators?’? Was 
it to the pastors he said, ‘‘Isitso 
that there is not a wise man among 
you ?—Now therefore there is 
utterly a fault among you, be. 
cause ye go to law one with 
another :—brother goeth to law 
with brother.”? In these, and in 
all the instances in immediate 
connexion with the 13th verse, 
it appears decisively evident, 
that the apostle addresses, not 
the pastors exclusively, but the 
brethren, the whole church: 
and it has been already shown, 
that directions unequivocally 
given to a whole community, 
cannot be justly considered as 
designed for a part only. Hence 
the word, yourselves, in the 13th 
verse, denotes the whole church, 
or community of brethren. The 
term church, then, in the 18th 
of Matt. as understood and ex- 
plained by Paul, means the pas- 
tor, and brethren together, em- 
powered to hear, judge, and de. 
cide, in all cases of discipline, 
in regard to their own members, 

This conclusion seems to be 
fairly drawn from premises, 
which result from a natural con. 
struction of the text in its 
pure and intimate connexions. 
The argument however, gains 
strength, if it be considered, 
that from the beginning of this 
epistle to the end of the sixth 
chapter, the apostle keeps up 
his address to the church, with. 
out descending to particular class. 
es; that the four first chapters 
were designed as an introduction 


to the rest of the epistle on the 
subject of discipline, and of rec. 
tifying various disorders ; ang 
that this subject, with great pry. 
dence, and much address, is jn. 
troduced, not to a council of 
pastors, but to the community 
of brethren. Can this total gj. 
lence on acouncil, or court, dis. 
tinct from the church, be ac. 
counted for, if such a court ex. 
isted at Corinth? And, espee. 
ially, how can it be accounted 
for in an epistle designed to 
awake the spirit of discipline, 
and to give directions for set. 
tling difficulties in the church? 

Conclusive as this argument 
may already be considered, it 
will acquire augmented force, if 
the premises be extended to the 
2d and 7th chapters of 2 Cor. 
in which the apostle consider 
the happy effects of his first 
epistle, in regard both to the of. 
fender, and to the church. He 
doubtless addresses the church, 
and not apart of it, as having 
acted in the case. ‘* I wrote 
this same epistle, he says, having 
confidence in you all ; that my 
joyis the joy of you all. Where. 
fore, though I wrote unto you, 
I did it not for his cause, that 
had done the wrong, nor for his 
cause that had suficred wrong; 
but that our care for you, in 
the sight of God, might appear 
unto you.’? Such pastoral ad- 
dresses were made to the flock. 
They are different from those ¢x- 
pressly made to Timothy, and 
Titus. Ifa council of pastors 
were the principal department of 
power in the church; why has 
not the apostle made some dis 
tinct, and honorable mention 
of it, in his congratulatory ad 
dresses ? 

Ina reply on this subject last 
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May, Rom. xvi.17, and 2 Thes, 
iii. 6, 14, 15, were considered, 
in addition tothe above; but, 
though they are to the point, I 
must pass over them here, as my 
sheet is nearly filled. 

‘Shoald we admit that they 
were not private brethren, but 
pasiors, who were directly ad- 
dressed in all these instances, we 
should of course be obliged to 
admit, that the apostle directly 
addressed pastors only in the 
greater part of each of his epis- 
tles toe the churches. And in 
this way, we should deprive the 
churches of what they have 
hitherto enjoyed as a most pre- 
cious part of their inheritance ; 
as well as deprive the apostle of 
much of his praise in the church- 
es; and extend the pastoral of- 
fice, as to authority, beyond all 
due bounds. If Jesus Christ, 
and his principal servant in 
foundiag the christian churches 
have indeed addressed the breth- 
ren collectively, without giving 
a preeminence to any one, in 
their injunctions on gospel dis- 
cipline :—God forbid that we 
should deny it. Such is the per- 
fect connexion of things in the 
system of truth, that a small de- 
viation may, in the issue, do in- 
calculable injury. R. A, 

January 6th, 1810. 
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A VIEW OF THE MESSIAH AND OF 
THE FOUNDATION AND ORDER 
OF HIS cHuRCcH: from Mat. 
Xvi. 13—19. 


cc py 
‘Wien Jesus came into the 

coasts of Cesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, saying, Whom 


do men say that I, the Son of 


mun, am? And they said, Some 
Vou. If, New Series. 
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say, thatthou art John the Bap- 
list ; some, Elias ; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 
He saith unto them, But «hom 
say ye that Ll am 2 And Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou 
art the Uhrist, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answer- 
ed, and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Barjona; for 


Jlesh and bloud hath not revealed 


tt unto thee, but my Father, 
which is in heaven. And I say 
also unto thee, that thou art Pe. 
ter; and upon this rock will I 
build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against 
it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys uf the kingdom of heav- 
en: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven ; and whatsoever thou 
shalt luose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 

Ir would be difficult, perhaps, 
to point to another passage in 
the entire book of God, on the 
whole more deeply interesting, 
or deserving of a more attentive 
consideration, than the para. 
graph here presented. Some. 
thing of its high importance 
may be conceived, from a view 
of the occasion on which this 
conversation occurred, of the 
evident purpose for which it was 
intended, and of the use whieh 
has been made of it, in the sub. 


Sequent ages of the church. 


The occasion was interesting, 
Within a short period before, 
our Lord had made the most 
splendid displays of his divine 
power, which he ever exhibited 
during thescourse of his public 
ministry. He had performed in 
rapid succession, a series of mir. 
acles, calculated to strike, most 
forcibly, the minds of all around 


him ; to arrest the attention of 
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all classes from the lowest to the 
highest; and to give the clearest 
and most convincing evidetce, 
that he was the Messiah, the hope 
of Israel, and the expectation of 
ages. By these astonishing works 
his adversaries were greatly 
alarmed, lest ‘* all men should 
believe on him ;’’ and deeming it 
necessary that something decisive 
should be done, the pharisees 
and sadducees, the great rival 
sects of the nation, suspending 
for a while their mutual animosi- 
ties, combined their influence in 
a conspiracy against him ; for 
the obvious purpose of counter. 
acting the impression of his mir- 
acles, and of bringing him and 
his doctrine into discredit with 
the people. They came and de- 
manded of him ‘‘a sign from 
heaven ;”’ plainly insinuating 
that, without such a sign, all 
his miracles were of no avail to 
authenticate his claims, as the 
Messiah. Their impious demand 
however, he effectually repelled; 
their insidious attempts against 
him, he made to recoil upon 
their own heads ; and leaving 
them defeated and confounded, 
he retired with his disciples into 
the territories of Cesarea Philip- 
pi. Such was the occasion, 

The design of this discourse 
was not less important, than the 
occasion was interesting. The 
design evidently was to bring his 
disciples to an explicit confes- 
sion of their faith in him; to 
confirm éheir confession in op- 
position to all the erroneous 
and diverse opinions of others 
respecting him ; andg through 
them, to declare to all nations 
and ages the true foundation of 
his church, and the appointed 
way of access to its peculiar 
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privileges and its everlasting 
blessings. 

As the occasion of this dis. 
course was uncommonly inter. 
esting, and the design of it equa). 
ly important ; so the use which 
has been made of it has been of 
infinite consequence. To this 
distinguished passage, the faithful 
of all ages have recurred, ag 
exhibiting the essential charac. 
teristics of the true church of 
God, and the sure and immova. 
ble foundation, on which all its 
interests and hopes are placed ; 
and to this, too, have the advo. 
cates of Rome, with great confi- 
dence recurred, as the basis of 
the whole enormous fabric of 
the papal hierarchy. Let us, 
then, consider the passage with 
Serious attention. 

When Jesus came into the 
coasts of Cesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, saying, Whom 
do men say that I, the Sonef man, 
am 2 Cesarea Philippi was in 
the northern extremity of the 
land of Israel, on the confines of 
Syria. In this remote place, 
Jesus, it would appear, was not 
thronged, as usual, with the mul- 
titude. Luke indeed says, that 
‘che was alone, praying, and his 
disciples with him.” After the 
combined attack, then, of the 
pharisces and sadducees, he re- 
tired to this place privately, that 
he might have opportunity with 
his disciples for prayer and par- 
ticular discourse. Accordingly 
after praying with them he en- 
tered upon the subject, to which 
he intended to engage their at- 
tention. 

‘© Who do men say that I, the 
Son of man, am?” In this ques- 
tion, he appears to have referred 
to the people at large: for the 
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pharisees and sadducees had re- 
cently made a public declaration 
of their sentiments respecting 
him; so far at least as clearly to 
imply that they held him to be 
an impostor and a deceiver of 
the people. But as he had just 
been exhibiting his credentials in 
the most striking and impressive 
light, the attention of the people 
generally must have been called 
to his character and claims, and 
much conversation, beyond 
doubt, had been held respecting 
him. He would, therefore, 
know from his disciples what 
the opinions of the people were ; 
not for his own sake indeed, or 
for his own information ; but 
for their sakes, and for the sake 
of all, of every nation and age, 
to whom the word of the gospel 
was to be sent. 

‘* And they said, Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist ; 
some, Elias ; and others, Jere- 
mias, or one of the prophets. 
These, it is observable, were the 
opinions, not of the pharisees 
and sadducees, who regarded 
him as an impostor, but of the 
people who thought favorable of 
him. Their opinions of him were 
respectful indeed ; but they were 
erroneous. Though they regard- 
ed him as a true prophet and 
messenger of God; yet they did 
not acknowledge him in his true 
character as the Messiah. Those, 
who held that he was John the 
Baptist risen from the dead, ap- 
pear to have been very much of 
the same opinion with Herod the 
tetrarch, and had probably im- 
bibed the notion of the pharisees, 
that a good man might easily re- 
turn to life ; or rather perhaps, 
had embraced the more general 
doctrine of the metempsychosis, 
or transmigration of the soul ; 
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a doctrine, according to which 
the souls of men generally, and 
especially of good men after 
death, are united to other bodies 
and are allowed to act anew part 
on the great theatre of life. This 
doctrine was prevalent in Judea; 
and upon the ground of this it 
was, that on a memorable occa- 
siou, the question was put to our 
Lord respecting the blind man : 
‘S Who sinned, this man or his 
parents that he was born blind?”’ 
Agreeably to this doctrine there- 
fore the people imagined, some, 
that thescul of John the Baptist, 
others, that the soul of Elijah, 
and others still, that the soul of 
Jeremiah, or some one of the 
ancient prophets, was united to 
another body, and appeared and 
acted in the person of Jesus. 
John the Baptist was general. 
ly regarded by the Jews as a 
prophet ; Elijah they expected 
would appear in the world to 
prepare the way for the Messiah, 
and anoint him into office; and 
Jeremiah they held as head, in 
a sense, of the whole order of 
the prophets, because God had 
said to him, ‘** Before | formed 
thee in the belly | knew thee, and 
before thou camest forth out of 
the womb [ sanctified thee, and 
I ordained thee a prophet to the 
nations.’? One, or another, 
therefore, of these distinguished 
prophets, the people seem to 
have supposed Jesus must have 
been. ‘Their opinions of him, 
it may be repeated, were res- 
pectful but erroneous. They 
acknowledged him not as the 
Messiah himself, promised to 
their fathers, and long expected 
by their nation. Alas! they 
had formed their expectations of 
the Messiah upon an earthly 
model; they were looking for 
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temporal splendor and empire ; 
and the meek and lowly Jesus 
of Nazareth was far from an- 
swering their fond and vain im- 
aginations of the Son of David. 
Having heard from his disciples 
the opinions of the people, our 
Lord proceeded in his inquiry. 

** He saith unto them, But 
whom say ye that Lam 2” This 
was the point chiefly in view. It 
was not so much to the various 
opinions of others, as to their 
own opinion of him, that he had 
respect; and his intention was 
to bring them to an explicit 
avowal of their faith. 

**And Simon Peter answered 
and said, Tuou ART THE Curist, 
THE Son OF THE LivinG Gop. 
A glorious confession this; and 
happy indeed it is for all, who 
in truth and sincerity, and with 
correspondent affection and con. 
fidence can make it. 

Peter was a man of a ready 
and forward spirit, and on him 
it very commonly devolved to 
speak in behalf of the twelve. 
It was thus on the present occa- 
sion. It was not in his own be. 
haif only, but evidently also in 
behalf of his fellow disciples, 
that he made this confession, 
which it was the intention of 
our Lord to have thus made; 
and to this confession they were 
all considered as giving their 
consent. 

‘¢ THou art Tue CuHris7, 
THE SON OF THE LIVING Gop.” 
This was an explicit acknowl- 
edgement of Jesus in his true 
character, both in his mes. 
siahship and in his divinity. 
Christ, in Greck, and Messiah, in 
Hebrew, are one and the same 
name, or names of the same im. 
port; and both signify Anointed. 
As prophets, and priests, and 
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kings were anciently anointed, 
on their induction into Oifice ; 
so the Son of God, the great 
Prophet and Priest, and King of 
Zion, was ** anointed with the 
oil of gladness above his fellows,» 

He received the Spirit with. 
out measure; and in him it 
pleased the Father that all ful. 
ness should dwell. By way of 
eminence, therefore, he is call. 
ed Tne Messiau, Tue Curisz, 
Tue ANOINTED. ‘This is the 
name by which he was distin. 
guished in the ages before iis 
advent; the name by which he 
was designated in ancient proph. 
ecy and promise ; aud tie vame 
most commonly given by the 
Jews to the great Deliverer, for 
whom they had been so long 
and so ardently looking. — 

Notwithstanding the errone. 
ous notions and expectations 
entertained among the Jews, it 
is a fact not to be disputed, 
that the better, the wore spirit- 
ual part of the Jewish church, 
who were waiting for the conso- 
lation of Israel, were accustom. 
ed to contemplate, the expected 
Messiah, as a person or being 
truly divine: the Son of God in 
such a seuse as no mefe creature 
could be. 

By ‘**the Word of God,” so 
often mentioned in their Scrip- 
tures the ancient Jewish Para- 
phrasts, almost invariably, un- 
derstood the Messiah ; by ‘* the 
Angel of the Lord,” or ** the 
Angel Jehovah; who, so of- 
ten appeared to the patriarchs, 
they understood also the Messi- 
ah ; and to this glorious person, 
they allowed all the characters 
of the Divinity. Nay, they even 
found proofs of the diviuity of 
the Messiah in many passages of 
the Old Testament, which have 
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not, by Christians, been usually 
alledged for this purpose. ‘This, 
did our limits permit, might be 
shewn at large; but it may here 
suffice to refer the reader to the 
first book, of Dr. Jamicson’s 
excellent ** Vindication: of the 
Doctrine of Scripture, and of 
the Primitive faith.”’ 

With perfect safety, then, it 
may be aflirmed, that a belief in 
the divinity of the Messiah was 
the true, the orthodex, and es- 
tablished faith of the ancient 
Jewish church. It was for a 
divine Savior, a Messiah, in- 
vested with all the glories of the 
everlasting God, that the faith- 
ful of ancient ages looked ; and 
in such a Messiah, in such a Sa- 
vior only, did they rest their 
eternal hopes. lence, when 
Peter confessed, ‘** THou ART 
THE MessIAH, THE SON OF THE 
Living Gon” he, indubitably, 
acknowledged Jesus in his di- 
vine character, or according to 
the true and established faith of 
the ancient church. His con- 
fession then amounted to no less 
than this: Thou art the Messt- 
ah, the expectation of ages; the 
Seed of the woman, graciously 
promised in Paradise, to bruise 
the serpent’s head; the angel 
Jehovah in whom the Patsiarchs 
trusted ; the hope and the Sa- 
vior of Israel intimes of trouble, 
to whom all the prophets gave 
witness; the Lord, whom all 
the faithful have sought, and the 
Messenger of the covenant, in 
whom they have delighted; the 
Son of David and of God, 
divinely annointed as king upon 
the holy hill of Zion, and as the 
Redeemer and Savior of the 
world; the mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, the Prince 
of peace. Such was the confess- 


ion of Peter and his brethren, 
on this memorable occasion ; 
and with this confession our 
Lord was well pleased. 

** And Jesus answered, and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona, for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which ts in 
Heaven. 

In this beatitude, so gracious. 
ly pronounced by the Savior, 
much, very much, was implied. 
It is implied, that Jesus was in- 
deed all, which Peter acknowl- 
edged him to be; and that the 
faith, which in his own behalf, 
and in behalf of his fellow 
disciples, Peter had so amply 
confessed, was the true faith, 
in contradistinction to all 
the diverse opinions of the peo- 
ple. No blessing was pro- 
nounced, no plaudit was bestow- 
ed, by our Lord, on those, who 
supposed him to be John the 
Baptist; nor on those, who sup. 
posed him to be Elijah; nor on 
those, who supposed him to be 
Jeremiah. Their opinions of 
of him were net correct; their 
faith in him was not genuine. 
But on Peter who acknowledged 
him to be the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God, according to 
the ancient faith of the church, 
he pronounced a divine bene. 
diction. 

°¢ Blessed art* thou, Simon 
Barjona.’’ He was blessed be. 
cause he had that knowledge of 
the Messiah, and that faith in 
him, with which eternal life was 
then, as it still is, certainly con. 
nected ; that knowledge and 
that faith, which were not the 
result merely of human reason, 
but of the gracious teaching of 
God. The great truth, con- 
tained in his confession,+ was 
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** not revealed to him by flesh 
and blood,’”? but by God him- 
self. 

Men may have, indeed, a 
speculative knowledge of Jesus, 
and an historical faith in him, as 
the Messiah of ancient promise, 
and the Son of the living God, 
without the saving influences of 
renewing grace. An orthodox 
creed in the head is no certain 
proof of correspondent affection 
in the heart. The evidences of 
the messiahship and divinity of 
Jesus were amply exhibited to 
the Jewish people; and by those 
evidences, without any thing 
special! from God, some, it may 
be, and even many, were con- 
vinced that he was the Messiah ; 
but in this case, their faith stood 
notin the power of God, and 
was not that which is unto sal- 
vation. With Peter however, 
it was otherwise. Not only 
hadgehe witnessed the miracles 
and heard the discourses of Je- 
sus, and in them seca abundant 
proof of his messiahship and di- 
vinity ; but he had been favored 
also with those divine influen- 
ces, by which his mind was en- 
lightened with spiritual views of 






the glory of the only Begotten 
of the Father, and his heart was 
brought gratefully to receive and 
trust in him. This Jesus under. 
stood him to express in his con. 
fession, and therefore pronounc. 
ed him blessed. 

*¢ Flesh and blood hath not 
revedted this unto thee ; but my 
Father, which is in Heaven,” 
In this, at the same time that 
our Lord expressed to Peter 
his most gracious approbation; 
he reminded him also of his en. 
tire indebtedness to sovereign 
grace, for all that, in which he 
was made to differ from those, 
who had no true faith. With 
all his faith, and all his blessed. 
ness, he had no reason for boast. 
ing. In himself he was only 
Simon Barjona, or son of Jonas, 
in no degree distinguished by 
any human advantages ; and it 
behoved him to remember the 
rock from which he was hewn, 
and the hole of the pit from 
which he was taken ; and grate. 
fully to ascribe itto Him ‘* who 
hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy,’’ that he was what 
he was. 

( To be concluded in our next.) 








‘To many of the professors of 
christianity, ignorance and in- 
consideration prove the principal 
occasion of eternal ruin. If 
the great truths of the gospel 
were Clearly understood, they 
could not fail, one would think, 
to gain the attention, and to in- 


SELECTIONS. 


THE EVIL OF INCONSIDERATION, 










terest the hearts of men, And 
were they considered with that se- 
rious regard which is due to them, 
it is reasonable to conclude, that, 
in many instances, such views of 
their certainty, excellence, and 
importance would open on the 
mind, as might effectually lead, 
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through the divine blessing, to 
yital piety and eternal life. But 
there are many who know not 
in their day the things that be- 
jong to their peace; and there 
are alsomany, who, though not 
altogether unacquainted with the 
truths of the gospel, yet never 
reflect upon them with serious- 
ness Of mind, nor apply them 
faithfully to their consciences 
and hearts. ‘Thus the design of 
the gospel is frustrated; and 
thoughtless souls perish for ever. 

This fact is too obvious to be 
denied ; and its consequences are 
so inexpressibly fatal, that it 
must be deeply deplored by 
every mind which feels at all 
alive to the great concerns of 
the glory of God, and the hap- 
piness of immortal souls. 

It is not improbable that this 
paper may fall into the hands of 
some individual, whois deeply 
implicated in the charge of in. 
consideration. It is not neces- 
sary to suppose that this charac- 
ter is connected with avowed 
infidelity, or open profligacy of 
eonduct. If any man allows 
his mind to rest in a settled dis- 
belief of christianity, while he has 
never paid any attention to the 
subject, nor examined those evi- 
dences on which the claims of 
the gospel to a divine origin 
are founded, that man must be 
self-condemned ; his conduct is 
inexcusably criminal ; and, if 
thervexists a bare possibility that 
the christian religion is true, it 
ismarked with absurdity, pro- 
portioned to the magnitude of 
the interests at issue. It is not 
easy for a man, till after he has 
long been inured to habits of 
Vice, to indulge in open immor- 
ality, and at the same time avoid 
tellecting om his conduct. The 


young profligate must suffer ma- 
ny a pang, before he can effect. 
ually silence the voice of that 
unwelcome monitor in his own 
breast, which  remonstrates 
against his conduct, and tells 
him he is wrong. And when 
he does succeed in fortifying 
himself against reflection and re- 
morse, how fatal the victory 
which is thus obtained! It is 
the victory which aman obtains 
over his own conscience ;—a 
victory, which produces at most 
the delusive peace of a moment, 
and which seems to render the 
loss of the soul for ever, ine- 
vitably sure. 

The character then to which 
the present observations are ad- 
dressed, is neither that of an in- 
fidel, nor a libertine. A man 
may profess in general a regard 
for religion, and maintain a char- 
acter externally decent and re. 
spectable, and yet be incltded 
in the number of those who con- 
sider not with practical attention, 
the interesting truths revealed 
in the gospel. Engrossed from 
day to day, in the various pur- 
suits of ambition, of business, or 
of pleasure, no time is reserved 
for sober reflection. The cir. 
cumstances of the condition, in 
which the individual is placed, 
and the influence of the exam. 
ples with which he is surround. 
ed, may be unfavorable to seri- 
ousness; and by the effect of 
habit, the mind seems, at last, 
to lose the power as well as the 
inclination, of fixing its thoughts 
on any object, beyond the busi- 
ness or gratification of the mo- 
ment. 

In order to rouse men from 
this fatal inconsideration, it is 
difficult to offer any thing new, 
or mere impressive, than has 
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been frequently urged by faith- 
ful ministers, and by serious 
writers. But this paper may 
perhaps attract the notice of 
some readers, altogether unac- 
customed to such admonitions ; 
or it may prove instramental, 
through the blessing of God, in 
awakening the attention of oth- 
ers, by whom more energetic 
and persuasive addresses have 
been disregarded or forgotten. 
Inconsideration is highly ir- 
rational, and unworthy of the 
nature of man.—Brutes which 
are not endowed with reason, 
and discover no sense of moral 
obligation, fulfil the law of their 
nature when they yield to the 
impulses of instinct and appetite ; 
and are liable to no blame, when 
they raise not their views above 
the earth on which they grovel. 
‘* But there is aspirit inman, and 
the inspiration of the Almighty 
hath given him understanding.”’ 
Reason and conscience are essen. 
tial to his nature. ‘These noble 
faculties were not conferred in 
vain ; but were designed by the 
Creator to be exercised about 
suitable and worthy objects. 
While we continue inthis world, 
the ordinary affairs of life must 
necessarily engage a certain por- 
tion of our regard. But there 
is nothing connected with the 
world and time, that is entitled 
to appropriate, exclusively, the 
whole attention of man. The 
faculties of the mind themselves 
indicate the objects to which 
they ought chiefly to be directed. 
Lhe understanding is qualified 
to rise to the contemplation of 
the great Creator, and to the 
perception of his ineffable beau. 
ty. The heart is capable of 
feeling the attractions of divine 
love, and of returning the prop. 
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er tribute of affection and grati. 
tude. The conscience recogni. 
zes the will and authority of the 
heavenly Lawgiverand So vereign, 
and anticipates the righteous de. 
cisions of the Supreme Judge, 
The truths therefore that respect 
the character of God, his rela. 
tions to his creatures, the condi. 
tion and duties of man as the 
subject of his goverument, our 
true happiness, and prospects for 
futurity, undoubtedly demand 
our pre-eminent regard. To dis. 
regard these great objects is un. 
worthy of a rational being, 
The man who does so, debases 
his nature, and reduces himself 
toa level with the beasts that 
perish. 

How worthy, then, of the su. 
preme attention of all to whom 
they are made known, are the 
peculiar discoveries of christian. 
ity! The views which they un. 
fold of the majesty and benigni- 
ty of Jehovah, of the character 
and state of man as a fallen and 
ruined creature, and of his re- 
covery by the mediation of Je- 
sus Christ, evidently possess 
a transcendant importance.— 
The doctrines of salvation are 
not taught in the forms of ab- 
stract science. They are deliv- 
ered in terms level to the plain- 
est capacity. And for the mosi 
part, they are founded on cer- 
tain well known and undoubted 
facts; a circumstance, which 
gives great additional interest to 
the sublimest truths, and serves 
to carry them with more evi- 
dence and power to the ender- 
standing and the heart.—In the 
whole of this wonderful” plan, 
the love of God shines with sur- 
passing splendor. In the un- 
speakable gift of his Son, the 
love of God was manifested in al! 
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its greatness. Thus he was 
pleased to ‘*shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace, in his kind- 
ness towards us by Christ Jesus.” 
These displays of divine love, 
are addressed to the ingenuous 
feelings of human nature ; and 
whilethey call our attention to 
our true interests, they are at 
the same time calculated to en- 
gage the confidence, and excite 
the gratitude of those who know 
the grace of God in truth.—The 
work of redemption furnishes 
the subject of profound research 
tothe highest orders of intelligent 
beings; and opens to them 
sources Of the noblest delight. 
‘* Angels desire to look into 
these things ; the principali- 
ties and powers of heaven learn 
from the church the manifold 
wisdom of God.’’ Shall we then 
refuse to attend to the heavenly 
doctrines revealed in the gospel? 
We, the children of men, for 
whose beneiit the wondrous plan 
of redeeming grace was formed! 
We, for whom the Son of God 
came down to earth, took part 
of our nature, and died on the 
cross! The conduct of thought. 
less sinners betrays, unquestion- 
ably, a worse than brutish stu- 
pidity and ingratitude. T’o them 
is Strongly applicable that affect- 
ing charge, which God, by the 
prophet Isaiah, advances against 
his ancient people; ‘* the ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib; but Israel 
doth not know, my people doth 
not Consider,’’* 

Inconsideration implies a 
criminal opposition to divine 
duthority.—The doctrines of the 
gospel are not like the subjects 
uf human science, which men 


* Isaiah i. 3. 
New Series. 
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may study or neglect as they 
choose. The gospel proceeds 
from God, and is enforced by 
his authority. This is the ad- 
dress of the wisdom of God, **To 
you, O men, I cali; and my 
voice is to the sons of men.”’ 
‘*God who at sundry times, 
and in divers manners, spake un- 
to the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken to 
us by hisSon.’? He hath said 
** they will reverence my Son.”’ 
And he hath testified by a voice 
from the excellent glory, saying, 
‘*This is my beloved Sonin whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye him.” 
It is ** his commandment that we 
Should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ.’”? Hence 
it becomes our duty to attend 
with the most serious regard to 
the grounds and objects of faith. 
This duty no man is at liberty 
to decline. Inattention to the 
doctrines of Revelation indicates 
a persuasion that the gospel is 
either untrue, or insignificant ; 
it is nothing less than to arraigno 
the wisdom of God, to reject his 
testimony, and to make him a li- 
ar. On so obvious a point it is 
unnecessary to multiply words. 
Know then, O inconsiderate 
man; that thy conduct too plain- 
ly manifests a presumptuous op- 
position to divine authority, an 
insulting contempt of the Maj- 
esty of heaven. 

Inconsideration discovers an 
entire disregard of our true and 
noblest interests.—Such is the 
degeneracy of human nature, 
that there are many individuals 
on whose minds the considera. 
tions of reason and duty, how- 
ever forcible, produce no im- 
pression. But men are gener. 
ally governed by a regard to 
their interest. In this respect, 
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the children of this world are 
wise in their generation. They 
grudge not the attention that ts 
necessary to form their schemes, 
to balance interfering interests, 
and to choose the means that 
seem best adapted to accomplish 
the object of their wishes. This 
prudent foresight is generally re- 
warded with success in life, and 
with the applause of the world ; 
for ** men shall praise thee when 
thou doest well for thyself.’ 
Whereas the imprudent thought- 
less man, who pays no attention 
to his atiairs, but allows them 
through his own negligence, to 
run into confusion, is regarded 
as a contemptible character, and 
Suilers, unpitied, the consequen- 
ces of his folly. Why then 
should not the same principle in- 
duce men to attend to the ever. 
lasting gospel; and to attend to 
it with an earnestness, suited to 
the incomparable value of the 
blessings which it brings? Is it 
consistent with prudence to re- 
gard only inferior interests, and 
to neglect those of superior im- 
portance? Are the objects. which 
the generality of men pursue 
with so much ardor, at all to be 
compared with those which the 
gospel presents. Is it wise, to 
care only for the body, which is 
soon to return to its kindred 
dust; toseek the enjoyments of 
this world, the fashion whereof 
passeth quickly away; or to 
provide for the flesh in order to 
fulfil its baser lusts; and at the 
sanie time to despise altogether 
the welfare of the soul ;—the 
soul which was originally form- 
ed after the image of God, which 
is still capable of alliance with 
him, and which is destined to 
live forever? Can this conduct 
be justified on the principles of 


rational self-love, and of that 
prudence, which leads a man to 
choose, according to their rela. 
tive importance, the objects of 
his pursuit. 

But what are the specific advan. 
tages which christianity sets be. 
fore us? Tomen, guilty and con. 
demned, it holds out the promise 
of forgiveness of sins and peace 
with God? To men, depraved, 
polluted, and enslaved by sin, 
it tenders that renewing grace, 
by which they may be raised to 
all the purity, and dignity, and 
liberty of his children. To men 
whose connexion with the world 
is soon to be dissolved, and who 
are advancing apace to an eter. 
nal state, it gives the assurance 
of deliverance from the wrath to 
come, and opens to them the 
hope of heavenly blessedness and 
glory. Are benefits such as 
these, to be despised ? Are they 
so obviously insignificant, that 
it is not worth while to employ 
one hour in seriously weighing 
their value and importance ? Or 
is it possible to conceive bless. 
ings more adapted to the situa- 
tion and necessities of those to 
whom they are proposed? Pre. 
tend net any more, inconsider- 
ate sinner, to wisdom and pru. 
dence. ‘Thy way is folly in the 
sight of God. It is folly alto- 
gether unparalleled. The apa- 
thy of brutes, unqualified by na- 
ture to apprehend religious truth 
bears no resemblance to it. The 
case of the maniac is pitiable in- 
deed; but it is unaccompanied 
with moral blame. Criminal 
and absurd, it undoubtedly is in 
a high degree, to reject christian- 
ity without inquiry; but it is 
a gradation of guilt and absurd- 
ity beyond this, to admit its truth 
aud yet to undervalue its bless- 
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ings; to profess the faith of the 
gospel, and yet never to reflect 
on its design; to call Christ 
Lord, and yet neither to do the 
things which he says, nor even to 
desire to Share in his great salva. 
tion. 

Inconsideration can scarcely 
continue to the end of life ; or, 
if it should, it will certainly ter- 
minate in the loss of the soul.— 
Weve it possible for men to 
avoid reflection through every 
period of their existence, and to 
suffer no loss from doing so, the 
necessity Or propriety of press- 
ing on their attention the truths 
of religion, it must be admit- 
ted, would be greatly dimin- 
ished. But experience shews, 
that, though the habit of incon. 
sideration may have been long 
indulged, it is not always possi- 
ble for men to persevere in it to 
the end of life. Conscience, 
though overborne, is not destroy. 
ed. It only sleeps for a while ; 
but many circumstances may yet 
rouse it from its slumber; and 
then it will speak to the sinner 
with an authority which he will 
be able to disregard no more. 
Seasons of leisure and retirement, 
in which unwelcome recollec- 
tions and prospects may obtrude 
upon the mind, frequently occur 
to the busiest and gayest of men. 
The prosperous, but especially 
the adverse vicissitudes of life ; 


9 
the counsels of pious friends ; 


3 
the occasional perusal of the 
Scriptures, or other serious 
Writings ; the earnest expostula- 
tions of the ministers of the gos. 
pel ; the exemplary life, and 
the comfortable death of sincere 
and lively Christians ; the death 
of wicked men, and the visible 
judgments of God ; advancing 
years, and the anticipations 
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thereby naturally suggested ; 
and fivally, the Holy Spirit, 
concurring with any of these 
circumstances, separately or 
combined, or without any such 
medium, may bring to remem. 
brance the word of truth, and by 
his gentle, or awful applications 
to the conscience, lead the most 
obdurate sinner to serious re. 
flection, and anxious concern 
about the welfare of his soul. 
On a bed of sickness, especially, 
the ear is open to discipline. 
And a bed of sickness may soon 
become a dying bed. The lan. 
guage, the looks, and solicitude 
of surrounding friends betray 
their apprehensions ; and the 
sensible decline of all the vital 
powers, compels the man, how. 
ever unwilling, to admit the 
probability of approaching dis- 
solution. Wilt thou then, O 
man, who now livest despising 


the gospel and neglecting so 
great salvation, wilt thou be 


able to shut out those recollec- 
tions, which shall, like a mighty 
torrent, rush upon thy soul; 
recollections of multiplied trans- 
gressions, unpardoned and un. 
forsaken ; of precious opportu. 
nities misimproved; of days of 
salvation past, never to return? 
Wilt thou still be fascinated bya 
world, whose vanity thou must 
now feel, and which is receding 
swiftly from thy view?) Wilt 
thou be able to repress all 
alarm, when the throne of judg. 
ment, before which thou = art 
about to stand, is opening to thy 
sight ?—Yes: All this may hap. 
pen. The man, forsaken of God, 
given overto a reprobate mind, 
blinded by Satan, and hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin, 
may die as he lived ; may go 
down to the grave with a ‘ie in 
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his right hand. But no farther 
than this can the refuge of lies 
avail him. His soul quits the 
body, and is alive at once to all 
the realities and horrors of his 
condition. He feels how ‘‘fear- 
ful a thing it is to fall into the 
hands of the living God.”? He 
looks with dismay to the once 
compassionate, neglected Savior, 
but now the righteous and inex- 
orable Judge. ‘The period of 
inconsideration is for ever past. 
But reflection has come too late. 
The gnawings are already felt,of 
the worm that neverdies; and that 
remorse has commenced, which 
is to last throughout eternity. 
Let no one say, that this is 
the language of enthusiasm and 
rant, that these scenes are the 
mere creature of fancy, the over. 
colored picture of a heated im- 
agination. Many, who at the 
commencement of the preceding 
year, would have laughed to 
scorn the officious monitor, who 
presumed to interrupt their 
pleasure, by drawing their at- 
tention to prospects so gloumy 
and terrific, have, before its con- 
clusion, found them awfully re. 
alized. This year also is doubt- 
less pregnant with the fate of 
thousands. ‘To the humble, 
watchful, diligent Christian, the 
intimation will give no alarm, 
‘‘Amen,”’ willhe say, ‘* even so 
come Lord Jesus.” But there 
are some, perhaps many, who 
have indulged without restraint 
in the festivities of the season, 
who before its return, shall be 
numbered with the dead. ‘*O 
that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end.’? Some 
individual, who has been led to 
look over these pages, may be 
included in the number. And 


what is the result? Wilt thoy 
throw them aside with disdain, 
and return with greater ardor 
to the accustomed round of busi. 
ness or pleasure ?—‘ No;’ let 
some hitherto thoughtless soul 
be induced to say ; ‘I have been 
too long inconsiderate and fool. 
ish; I] will be so no more, 
What must I do to be saved? 
The salvation of my soul shall 
henceforth be the great concern 
of my life. L will take no rest 
till I find it in Him who is able 
to save to the uttermost; who 
has declared that he will cast 
out none who come to him; and 
who will keep what | now com. 
mit to Him, till that great deci- 
sive day.’ Rel. Mon. 


INCONSISTENCIES OF PROFESSED 
CHRISTIANS, 


Very frequently have the vi. 
olent and ungovernable tempers 
manifested by some professors 
of religiog been made the sub. 
jects of animadversion, and their 
inconsistency with the meck, 
lowly, and peaceable spirit of 
the gospel been ably pointed out. 
The frequency of such com. 
plaints, however, only proves 
the wide extent of the evil: and 
indeed this is pretty apparent. 
No one who looks with any de- 
gree of attention upon the body 
of those who aspireto be thought 
religious, can deny that the ma- 
jority of its members are much 
more taken up with the specula- 
tive part of religion, than in 
bringing their tempers to a con. 
formity with the standard of the 
gospel, or aiming at that exalted 
degree of holiness which the gos- 
pel requires. 
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Now for an effect so generally 
prevalent, there must be an ade- 
quate cause ; and | am afraid 
that this is to be found in the 
conduct of some popular preach. 
ers. The principal object of 
their fear seems to be self-right- 
eousness, and therefore their 
principal aim is to guard against 
it, For this purpose they are 
continually bringing forward 
the great doctrines of the gospel; 
and upon these they perpetually 
enlarge almost to the utter exclu. 
sion of practical topics. By 
this conduct, I fear, that they 
have, in a considerable degree, 
been at least accessary to that 
decline in practical religion 
which we must acknowledge to 
have taken place. Here I would 
not be misunderstood. I am 
so far from wishing to exclude 
doctrinal subjects from the pul- 
pit, that | think a clear and lu- 
minous display of them of the 
most indispensable importance. 
Without it the heart will for ev. 
er remain unatiected and un- 
changed, and consequently there 
can be no radical reform in the 
character. But however essen- 
tiaily necessary the doctrines of 
christianity may be, they should 
by no means be dwelt upon to 
the exclusion of other topics. 
Would any sober builder con- 
tent himself with only laying a 
foundation? Having finished 
this, will he not proceed to the 
superstructure ? In like manner 
doctrines should be urged to 
their proper improvement, and 
the practical lessons which flow 
from them should be properly 
deduced. Scripture is profita- 
ble, not only for doctrine, but 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for instruction in righteousness. 
But of th ese. doctrine scems the 


only one which by some is at 
all attended to. Thegreat duties 
of self-examination, watchful. 
ness over ourown hearts, jealousy 
of ourselves, &c. &c. are seldom 
made the prominent features of 
a sermon. Practical subjects 
are rarely brought forward, and 
when they are it is often in such 
a manner as prevents, in a great 
measure, their good effect. 

The bad consequences flowing 
from all this are evident. The 
hearers of sermons not being 
sufficiently warned of the dan- 
gers to which they are exposed, 
nor sufficiently stirred up to 
diligence and exertion, grow 
careless and lax in their walk 
and conversation. They are led 
to think that right doctrinal 
sentiments are every thing in re- 
ligion, and that, these once ob- 
tained, sanctification must fol- 
low of course. ‘They seem cn- 
tirely to forget that the truth is 
often received in unrighteous. 
ness, and that we never can as. 
suredly know that we are inter. 
ested in the benefits which the 
gospel conveys, but as we are 
conformed to the image of Jesus 
Christ, and as we endeavor, un- 
der the influence of the Holy 
Spirit to adorn the doctrine of 
(cod our Savior in all things, 
and to live worthy of God, who 
has called us to his kingdom and 
glory. Heaven is not for those 
who sit still. It suffereth vio- 
lence, and the violent take it by 
force. It is a prize worthy of 
all our endeavors, and which de. 
mands and must have them. ‘‘If 
any man will come after me,”’ 
says our Lord and Savior, ‘* let 
hin deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow me.’”? We 
are to cut off a right hand, to 
pluck aut a right eye, yea, to 
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hate our own lives also, or we 
cannot be his disciples. But to 
all this the attention of profes. 
sing Christians of the present 
day is little directed. 

From that mode of instruc. 
tion, which I have ventured to 


condemn, there results a course. 


of conduct perfectly analogous. 
Let any one look round upon 
professed Christians in general, 
and say what tokens he perecives 
among them of separation from 
the present evil world. Is their’s 
the spirit and temper of those 
who feel themselves strangers and 
pilgrims here; who are secking 
a better country, that is an heav- 
enly : and do they act and live 
as those who have here no con. 
tinuing city? Are their affec- 
tions chiefly set upon their heav- 
enly inheritance? Are they tem- 
perate in all things? Are they 
Striving to keep under the body 
and to bring it into subjection ? 
Are they employed in repressing 
and subduing every improper 
temper? And is it their aim 
to attain conformity to him who 
was meek and lowly in heart ; 
who when he was reviled, revil- 
ed not again; and who, when 
he suffered, threatened not ? Is 
it their chief concern to glorify 
him who has bought them with 
his blood?) And are they there- 
fore endeavoring, by the con- 
sistency of their lives with their 
professed belief, to recommend 
religion to all around them, and 
to convince and silence the gain- 
sayers ? Let their conduct an- 
swer. 

But it is of very little use to 
point out evils without propos. 
ing an adequate remedy. And 
undoubtedly this must be sought 
in the removal of the source from 
whence they flow. Let minis. 
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ters fix the attention of their 
hearers more upon those practi. 
cal subjects which have been so 
much neglected. While they do 
not cease to testify repentance 
towards God, and faith tow ards 
our Lord Jesus Christ, let them 
likewise carefully exhort their 
hearers to bring forth fruits 
mect for repentance, and to walk 
worthy of the vocation where. 
with they are called. Let them 
call their attention more to the 
enemies of whom /hey are in dan. 
ger. Let them point out the 
necessary and certain fruits of 
the doctrines of the gospel. where 
received in the love of them, aud 
declare that, when unaccompa. 
nied by such conduct, they are 
only a savor of death unto death. 
Let them not so much shew how 
far a man may go in sin and yet 
be a saint, as how far he may go 
in profession and yet be a sinner, 
Let them not be so much em. 
ployed in searching out and 
dwelling upon the lowest attain. 
ments of grace, as in exhorting 
their hearers to press forward to 
the highest. 

When this conduct is general. 
ly adopted, we may hope that 
amendment will take place; and 
that hearers, instead of disputing 
upon the mysteries of religion, 
will turn their attention more to 
what it requires of them. And 
finding how short their practice 
falls of the requisitions of 
the gospel, they will aim 
to bring up their lives to its 
standard. By a course of life, 
suited to their high profession, 
they will obviate the scandal and 
reproach which they have in- 
curred, and convince the world 
that there is a reality in religion. 
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REVIEW. 





The Evangelical Primer, con- 
taining a Minor Doctrinal 
Caicchi.m, aad a Minor His- 
torical Uatechism, to which is 
added The Westminster As- 
sembly’s Shorter Catechism, 
with short explanatory Notes, 
and copious Scripture Proofs 
and illustrations: for the use 
of Families and Schools. By 
Joseph Emerson, Pastor of a 
Church in Beverly. Printed 
by S. T. Armstrong, for Far- 


rand, Mallory, & Co, Boston. 


Tue vast numbers of children, 
with which onr towns and villa. 
ges, and all our dwellings are 
filled, cannot be viewed but with 
alively interest, by the friend of 
humanity, or the lover of relig- 
ion. ‘They are the treasure of 
the country, and the hope of 
the church: but a treasure, 
which requires the most provi- 
dent management; a hope, which 
demands the most assiduous care, 
The lessons of the wise and the 
examples of ages, the maxims of 
phiiosuphy and the precepts of 
religion, unitedly inculcate the 
immense importance of the early 
and sedulous nurture of young 
minds, ‘The increasing atten- 
tion, therefore, to our schools 
and to other means of general 
education, is deserving of high 
commendation and of warm en- 
couragement. It cannot, how- 
‘ver, have escaped the notice, 
even of the least observing, that 
the religious instruction of our 
children has been far from keep- 
ing pace with other parts of 
their education. It is notorious 


indeed, that, for several years 
past, until very lately, while, in 
other parts of their education, 
there has been a very pleasing 
advance, in their religious in. 
struction, there has been a no less 
lamentable decline. Nay, the 
sentiment has been but too open. 
ly avowed, and not by the pro. 
fessed adversartes of christianity 
only, that the minds of children 
ought not to be imbued with any 
distinct religtous principles; but 
to be so left, in this respect, 
that when they come to years, 
they may form for themselves, 
uninfluenced by previous instruc. 
tion, their religious opinions. 
Under the influence of this, and 
other sentiments congenial withit, 
and derived from the same source, 
the teeming abyss of infidelity, 
the Bible has been adjudged un. 
fit for our schools, and scarcely 
admissible in our families; the 
catechisms by which our child- 
hood was nurtured, have been 
condemned to disuse; and the 
direction to train up children in 
the way they should go, in so far 
as religion is concerned, has been 
discarded, as incompatible with 
that freedom in regard to reiig- 
ious matters, which in this en. 
lightened age shouid not be in. 
fringed. We trust, however, 
and we are happy in the confi. 
dence, that the spirit to exclude 
religious instruction from the 
general system of education has 
received a check. We deem it 
matter of gratulation to the 
christian public, that the Bible 
is gaining a readmission to our 
schools; that religious catcchisms 
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are again coming into use; and 
that the sentiment, that, to imi- 
tiate children in the rudiments 
of christianity is improper, is 
losing ground. 

For ourselves, we are deeply 
impressed with the vast impor- 
tance of religious instruction ; 
and we are persuaded that this 
most interesting part of the edu- 
cation of children can scarcely 
be too early begun, or too assidu- 
ously pursued. As soon as the 
young mind is capable of receiv- 
ing ideas or useful impressions, 
it should begin to learn some- 
thing of God, of Christ, and of 
the gospel; and for its subse- 
quent religious nurture, too 
much attention, or care, or 
pains cannot beemployed. ‘The 
injunction of God to his ancient 
people, to this effect, was most 
impressive. ‘** And these words 
which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart. And 
thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt tatk 
of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest dozn, and when thou 
risest up.’ And not less im- 
pressive are the injunctions and 
directions in the New ‘lesta- 
ment, to ** bring up children in 


the nurture and admonition of 


the Lord.’ Nor is an observ- 
ance of these divine injunctions 
and directions a vain thing. The 
experience of the church for 
ages can testify, that a faithful 
and diligent attention to the re- 
ligious education of children is 
of the happiest and most impor. 
tant eficct; often have par- 
ents and instructors been most 
agreeably surprised, at the fa- 
cility, with which young minds 
receive ideas and impressions of 


( Jan. 


religions truth; <ad of those 
whose lives have adorned the 
christian profession, a very great 
proportion have been ready ty 
acknowledge, with gratitude the 
inestimable benefit to them of 
religious instructions, received 
in their childhood. In one word, 
as important as it is, that our 
children should be a seed to serve 
the Lord, so important it is that 
they be early the subjects of re. 
ligious nurture. 

Such being our views of the 
importance of religious instruc. 
tion, we have no hesitancy in 
pronouncing, that the person 
who gives to the public a good 
book, for the initiation of young 
minds in the rudiments of divine 
knowledge, deserves well of the 
church and of society at large; 
and this praise we cheerfully 
award to the author of ‘Tur 
EVANGELICAL Primer,’ now 
before us. This little book con. 
tains **A Minor Docrrinat 
Carecuism,”? **A Minor His. 
TORICALCATECHISM,”’ and**T ny 
WestMINSTER ASSEMBLY’S 
Suorrer Carecuism, with short 
explanatory Notes, and copious 
Scripture Proofs and illustra- 
lions.”” 

The Minor Doctrinal Cate. 
chism contains about fifty ques- 
tions with the answers, which 
are short, simple, and well 
adapted to the capacities of 
children. The arrangement is 
systematical and well connected; 
almost every question seeming 
to be naturally suggested by the 
preceding answer. In two re- 
spects we think this superior to 
that excellent little catechism, 
composed by Dr. Watts; it is 
better connected, and more en- 
riched with precious and momen- 
tous truth. The following, 
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which are the first eight ques- 
tions and answers, we present as 
a specimen. 


«“ Wo made you? God. 

WhatelsedidGod make ? He made 
the stones and hills, the brooks and 
trees, all living creatures, the sun, 
moon, and stars, and ail other things. 

Of what did God make all things? 
Of nothing, Heb. 11:5. 

For whom did God make all things ? 
For himself. 

Howlong has Godlived ? Always, 
without beginning. 

Where is God ? Every where. 

When does God see you? By day 
and by night ; he sees me, when I 
do wrong, and always sees me. 

What does God know ? He knows 
allthings. If I tell a lie, he knows it; 
if Ispeak an idle or wicked word, 
he hears it. He knows every word 
that I speak, and every thought, that 
I think, 

What has God done for you? He 
has made me, and kept me alive ; he 
has given me food to eat, and clothes 
to wear, and all other blessings, that 
Ihave enjoyed.” 


The Minor Historical Cate. 
chism ** contains an outline of 
Scripture history.”’ It is divided 
into forty-six Lessons, and com. 
prises more than five hundred 
questions and answers. It may 
be considered as a work almost 
entirely original, though the au- 
thor appears to have taken a hint 
of his plan from a few questions 
in the common Primer. From 
the nature of the subject matter, 
this Catechism may be more ea. 
sily understood, and more pleas- 
ing to children, than the former. 
In his Preface to this Catechism, 
the author very well observes, 
‘The attention of young chil- 
dren may be directed to Scripture 
history with great advantage. 
It is easily understood, very en- 
gaging, and full of instruction. 
Perhaps there is no way in which 
oral and religious information 
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can be conveyed to the young 
mind more clearly and impres- 
sively, than by interesting pas- 
sages of sacred history.”’—‘‘It is 
necessary that children should 
have some acquaintance with 
Scripture history, in order to 
understand other parts of the 
Bible, to profit by sermons which 
they hear, and religious books 
which they read.’’ This Cate- 
chism, indeed, we think pecul- 
iarly calculated to render the 
study of sacred history pleasant 
and useful to the young pupil. 
Though soeasy and so well adapt- 
ed to engage his attention, that 
he may learn it in a few days ; 
yet the valuable information 
conveyed in it, is surprisingly 
various and extensive. ‘The mat- 
ter is well selected, well arraug- 
ed, and well expressed. As a 
specimen we give the first Les- 
son. 


‘Who was the first man? Adam, 
Who was the first woman? Eve, 
Who tempted Adam to sin? Eve. 
Who tempted Eve ?) The serpent. 
Who is the serpent ? Satan. 

Who was to bruise the serpent’s 
head ? The Seed of the woman, Gen. 
3: 15. 

Who isthe Seed ofthe woman? 
Christ. 

Who murdered Abel? Cain, 

What became of Enoch? He was 
carried to heaven without dying, 
Heb. 11:5. 

Who was the oldest man? Me- 
thuselah. 

Who walked with God, when the 
earth was filled with violence? Noah. 

How did he manifest his faith? 
By building an ark to save himself 
and his family from the flood.” 


The Assembly’s Catechism, as 
here given, with Notes, Proofs, 
and Illustrations, has in our 
view a decided preference to 
any thing of the kind, which we 
have seen, Some idea of the 
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work may be formed from a 
single article. 


** Did God leave all mankind to 
Perish inthis state of sin and misery? 
God, having out of his mere good 
pleasure from all eternitv elected 
some to everlasting life,* did enter 
into a covenant of grace to deliver 
them out of this state of sin and 
misery, and to bring them into a 
staic of salvation by a Redeemer. 

Elected, Chosen. 

Salvation, Deliverance of men from 
hell and bringing them to heaven. 

* Eph. 1:4. According as he hath 

chosen us in him before the foinda- 
tion of the world, that we should be 
holy, and without blame before him 
in love. 
Acts 13:48. Rom. 8:28—50, 35&9:11 
&11:5,7,28. Eph. 1:4,5,11. Matt. 20: 
23824: 22,24,31&25:34. Mark 10:40 
&13:20, 22, 27. Luke 18:7 Col.3:12. 
1Thes.1:4. 2Thes.2:15. 2Tim.1:9. 
Tit.1:1. 1Pet. 1:2. 2Pet. 1:10. Rey. 
13:8. 


This may be considered as a 
fair specimen of the work at 
large. Some of the answers how. 
ever, have no explanatory notes, 
and many have no Scriptures re- 
ferred to, besides those which 
are quoted entire ; while under 
others the references are much 
more copious, than in the sample 
now given. The explanatory 
notes arc those of Dr. Watts with 
considerable omissions and alter- 
ations, and, we think, improve. 
ments. The Scripture proofs 
inserted at large are judiciously 
selected, and many of them dif- 
ferent from those of any Proof 
Catechism we have seen. The 
most striking feature of this part 
of the Primer is the very copious 
references to Scripture, under 
the several articles of the Cate- 
chism. ‘These references appear 
tu have been selected with great 


attention and judgment, are gen. 
erally arranged according to the 
order of Scripture, and may be 
used with much advantage, by 
those who love divine truth, and 
delight to employ themsel ves with 
the testimonies of God. 

A small index to Scripture 
references, and three excellent 
Hymns complete the pages and 
inhance the value of this excel. 
lent little book. On the whole, 
this Primer, (which is of good 
paper and well printed, ) we be. 
lieve to contain more matter, 
and to be realy more valuable, 
than any other book of the same 
price; aud we sincerely hope, 
that the attention and labor 
which the author has_ bestowed 
upon it, and which must hare 
been great, will not be in vain, 

If to any, this Review ap. 
pear disproportionate to the 
size of the book, we have no 
apology to offer, other than the 
deep interest we take in the in. 
mortal welfare of millions, to 
whom, by bringing them ear. 
ly acquainted with many most 
important facts and truths, and 
engaging their attention to the 
Scriptures at large, the Evangel. 
ical Primer, may be singularly 
useful. 
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A Biographical Dictionary, con- 
taining a brief account of the 
First Settlers and other Emi- 
nent Characters among the 
Magistrates, Ministers, Lit- 
erary, and Worthy Men, 
New-England. By John 
Eliot, D. D. Corresponding 


* Secretary of the Massachu- 


setts Historical Society. Bos- 
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ton, E. Oliver, 1809, 8vo. pp. 
509. Price $3. 


Tur advantages of biography 
have been recently stated in our 
review of Allen’s Biographical 
Dictionary. By referring the 
reader to our prefatory remarks 
on that article, we save him and 
ourselves the trouble of repeti- 
tion. The author of this volume 
has some qualifications and means 
for the execution of such a work, 
which few others possess. He 
was born in the metropolis of 
New-Eugland ; was educated at 
Cambridge; and had the instruc. 
tion of a father,* who was thor. 
oughly acquainted with the civil, 
ecclesiastical, and literary char- 
acters and affairs of our country. 
Ile was early settled as pastor 
of one of the respectable churches 
in the capital; and has been 
more than thirty years on the 
stage of public life. With these 
opportunities of improvement, 
together with an inquisitive turn 
of mind, and social disposition, 
he could not but obtain many 
notices of men and things, which 
either would not come within 
the view, or would escape the 
observation, of others. His lo- 
cal situation was not less favor- 
able for the procurement of 
written documents towards such 
a work, than for ‘* catching”’ 
characters and manners ‘living 
as they rise.’’ 

‘* His taste always led him to 
collect curious manuscripts and 
ancient books; he was favored 
with many letters of the Hutch- 
inson and Oliver families ; and 
had free access to the books and 
Manuscripts of the Massachu- 
chusetts Historical Society.”’ It 


, . Rev. ANprew Etrot, D.D. Sce 
“lat article in the Dictionary. 


appears, that the collecting of 
the materials, from which this 
work is composed, long engaged 
the author’s attention; a cir. 
cumstance obviously of high im. 
portance to its copiousness and 
correctness. ‘* He has mostly 
written from one general mass of 
information, which he has been 
many years in collecting ; but 
where he has been indebted for 
principal facts ke has pointed to 
the main source of his inteili- 
gence.’?’ With what success his 
diligence of research and labor 
of compilation have been attend- 
ed, a favorable opinion might be 
formed from the testimony of a 
very respectable historian. Dr. 
Miller, in his Retrospect of the 
Kighteenth Century, (If. 384. }, 
‘*acknowledges his obligations 
to his friend, the Rev. Dr. Exiot, 
of Boston, for a large portion of 
the information he is able to 
give respecting the literature of 
Massachusetts. From a mind 
so well stored on the subject of 
American antiquities, he might 
have drawn more ample materi- 
als, had application been made 
early enough to admit of a lei- 
surely attention to the object.” 

Much then there was a right 
to expect. Much is actually 
accomplished. The writer has 
managed his materials ‘‘in his 
own way,”’ and produceda work, 
which has no small claims to 
originality. He is no copyist. 
Ilaving long revolved in his own 
mind the chaotic mass, that he had 
gradually accumulated, he has 
at length given it the shape and 
coloring, which he saw fit. The 
work has internal evidence, that 
the author was familiarly ac. 
quainted with his subject. He 
is always ‘‘at home.’”? When he 
is describing the first fathers of 
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New-England, he writes like 
one, who lived in ‘‘ the days of 
other years ;”? when he treats of 
recent characters and events, he 
writes, we do not say like one, 
** quorum pars magna fui’’ (for 
he is no egotist ;) but like one, 
who has been an attentive od. 
server. Whoever is desirous 
of seeing New-Englandmen, in 
the costume of the times in which 
they lived, and New-England 
principles and manners, as drawn 
from original sources, may here 
be gratified. 

In regard to the manner in 
which this work is executed ; if 
there is much to commend, there 
is not a little to censure. The 
characters are drawn with fidel- 
ity. Pious men are not exhibit. 
ed as devoid of passions, com- 
mon to human beings ; patriots, 
as impatient to die for their coun. 
try ; literary men as sublimated 
into pureintellect ; nor any char. 
acters, as immaculate. Though 
pre-eminent among their contem- 
poraries, and entitled to ever. 
lasting remembrance, they not 
only die, but live, dike men. 
While their virtues excite emula. 
tion; their imperfections admin. 
ister caution, and teach the im- 
portant lesson of humility. 
Whatever are the author’s theo- 
logical or political sentiments, 
he is entitled to the praise of 
treating the diversified characters 
of men with christian candor and 
historical justice. 

Of the style of this work, it 
is with regret that we find our- 
selves unable to speak in like 
cammendation, In the selection 
of words ‘‘ the wells of English 
undefiled’? have not been sedu- 
lausly frequented ; in the struc. 
ture of sentences, the lucidus 
erdo of Horace has not been 


heedfully regarded ;_ in the for. 
mation of periods, the organ of 
hearing has not been critically 
consulted. The composition js 
too colloquial. It may be com. 
pared, as the author compares 
old Mr. Wilson’s sermons, ‘to 
a good kind of talking.”’ Pris. 
cian might sometimes complain; 
Quinctilian, often. The lime 
labor of the ancients seems de. 
signedly left to other literary 
drndges. The antiquary has dug 
good marble from the quarry, 
and contented himself to deliver 
it to the artist roughly hewn, 
*¢ Non omnia possumus omnes,” 

Were we to pass by palpable 
inaccuracies, it might be suppos. 
ed we did not discern them. But 
confession disarms criticism. The 
enormous collection of errata in 
the last page of volume would 
incline us to an indulgent sen. 
tence on an author, who thus 
pleads guilty ; but, whether he 
should be recommended to wer. 
cy, is a nice and difficult ques. 
tion. Many of the errors are 
typographical ; and, had the 
work been written in Sanscrit, 
and printed at Calcutta, weshould 
have considered it but just, to 
transfer responsibility for this 
part of the execution, from the 
author to the printer. Did the 
confession include ad/ the errors, 
we might have been softened in- 
to compassion, and not able to 
withhold absolution. Had the 
uncorrected errors been few, we 
might have had resolution enough 
to attempt their correction ; but 
finding them 
Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the 

brooks 

In Vallombrosa, 
we despair. 

The names of the two Bio- 
graphical Dictionaries, recently 
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published, designate the objects 
of each. One embraces Ameri- 
ca; the other, New-England on- 
jy. The American Biographi- 
cal Dictionary contains accounts 
of 686 persons; the New-Eng- 
land Biographical Dictionary, 
of 338. ‘The former has about 
454 names not in the latter ; 
the latter, 106, not in the for- 
mer. They have in common 
932 names; and the American 
Biographical Dictionary has 227 
names, belonging to New-Kng- 
land, not in the New-England 
Biographical Dictionary. 


ew 


A Discourse occasioned by the 
Death of His Excellency Jo- 
naTHanN T'rumsuir, Esq. 
Governor of the State of 
Connecticut ; and delivered at 
the request of the General 
Assembly, in the Brick Church 
in New Haven. By Timo- 
THY Dwicur. D.D. Presi- 
dent of Yaie College. 8vo. 
pp. 28. New Haven, Oliver 
Steele & Co. 1809. 


Tue death of governor TruM- 
BULL was a national calamity. 
All who knew him (and who was 
ignorant of his character?) ac. 
knowledged his worth. Even 
those who differed from him 
with respect to some of his opin- 
ions, could not fail of recogniz- 
ing in him an unusual share of 
personal excellence, and doing 
homage to his talents and virtues 
as a statesman, a patriot, and a 
man. We rejeice that one who 
held so high a place in the list 
of American worthies, has found 
4 culogist so entirely qualified to 
do justice to his well earned 
renutation. 
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This discourse is founded on 
Psalm xxxvii. 37. Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man 
is peace. Theexplanation of the 
text is despatched in less than 
four pages. Theremainder of the 
sermon is taken up with the 
character of the deceased, which 
is delineated with a strong, dis- 
criminating, and masterly hand. 
And the whole displays that 
justness of sentiment, vigor of 
thinking, and correctness of 
style, which the public have so 
often received, and so long been 
taught to expect from president 
Dwientr. We pronounce this 
one of the best productions of 
that gentleman’s pen.— 

The traits of character by 
which governor TRuMBULL was 
distinguished, and which Dr. 
Dwiaeur selects as the particu. 
lar objects of eulogy, are, the 
practical cast of his mind—his 
prudence—his firmness—his at. 
tachment to the manners and 
institutions of his native State— 
his attachment to the religious 
system of our ancestors—and 
his piety. ach of these traits 
isably and strikingly illustrated. 

In exhibiting the practical 
character of governor T.’s mind, 
the following passages occur. 


** To the human mind there are three 
scenes of employment, in which, at times, 
it has acquired the distinction, customa- 
rily termed greainess: the field of fancy; 
the field of speculation; and the field of 
action. ‘The first is peculiarly the prov- 
ince of the Sculptor, the Painter, and the 
Poet. The Philosopher occupies the 
second; and the Grator claims them 
both. The third is peculiarly the scene 
of effort to the Hero, the Statesman, and 
the Patriot. It is scarcely necessary to 
observe, that these remarks are made iu 
a comparative sense only; or that, in 
greater or less degrees, fancy, reason, 
and action, are common to all men. 

** The end of all thought is action : and 
the whole value of thought consists in 
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this; that it isthe preper, and the only, 
means of accomplishing this end. He 
therefore, who is employed in acting vir- 
tuously, and usefully, fills a nobler sphere 
of being, than he, who is busied in that 
course of thinking, from which the ac- 
tion is derived. ‘The proof of this asser- 
tion is complete, in the maxim, that the 
end is always of more importance than 
the means. 

It is a remarkable characteristic of hu- 
man nature, that few speculative men be- 
come eminentlyuseful in the active spheres 
of tife. Uabits of speculation, long con- 
tinued, and extended far, render the 
mind unfit for those vigorous efforts of 
activity, by which alone the practical 
concerns of mankind are prosperously 
managed. Speculative men, alse, oceu- 
py most of their time, and thoughts, in 
devising, and establishing, gencral prin- 
ciples Active men are chiefly employ- 
ed in those details of business, which are 
indimensable to its success and without 
which general principles are matters of 
mere amusement. Of these details al- 
most all speculative men are impatient. 
Such men at the same time interweave, 
of course, their own theoretical views in 
every scheme of business, with which 
they are concerned. The energy of 
thew minds is also employed, and ex- 
hausted, on their speculations ; while the 
active business, to which they are des- 
tined, and ought to be devoted, engages 
only their feebler efforts: the dregs, the 
settlings of their thoughts. Froim these 
causes, and others connected with them, 
it arises, that a theoretical man is al- 
waysabadruler. To such men, howev- 
er, there is often attached no small 
splendor of reputation. Whenever this 
is the fact, and they are raised to impor- 
tant offices of government, they regular- 
ly disappoint, and mortify, their admir- 
ers. ‘Their official life is unproductive, 
ineffieacious, and, with regard to the 
business which they are expeeted to do, 
lazy. Their views are visionary ; and 
their designs, however well intended, 
totally unsuited to the objects, at which 
they professedly aim. Men they regard, 
not as they are, but as their imagination 
has fashioned them ; and the world, not 
as we actually find it, but as it is viewed 
by an execursive faney. Hence their 
plans, instead of being fitted to promote 
the real welfare of nan, are only a col- 
lection of waking dreams; a course of 
political Quixotism ; regulating the af- 
fairs of a state in much the same manner, 
as the adventures of Amadi: de Gaul 
would regulate those of a private indi- 
vidual. 

“ The excellent person, whom we are 
contemplating, was a direct contrast to all 
this. Devoted to active employments 
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from the beginning, accustomed to the 
various business of man, and sharpened 
in his diseernment of practical ‘subjects 
by the actual management of then | and 
by along continued intercourse with those 
who were skilled in that managen ent, 
he was habitually trained to that patient 
attention, that critical observation, and 
that skilful conduct, which are so useful 
and so indispensable, in all business of 
real importance. By observing, watch- 
fully, every thing which was useful, and 
every thing which was noxious, in pub. 
lic atlairs; the measures which ensured, 
and the measures which failed of, suc. 
cess; he learned, in an unusual degree, 
the manner, in which success is obtamed, 
Of this position his political life furnishes 
the most decisive proof Not a single 
Visionary measure, not a capricious ex- 
pedient, not a feteh, not a whim, ‘isfig- 
ures his public character, or presents a 
subject for a single disgraceful sentence 
in his political history. The story is all 
of one sort; and is told in one style. 
When he entered upon his public life, 
he struck a key; and moved in exact 
harmony with it to the end. 

As his character was thus wise, and 
uniform ; so it was eminently honora- 
ble To the subjects, which have been 
mentioned, he gave the whole vigor of 
his mind. He was engrossed by them, 
asa Poet by the theme of his song ; or 
the man of taste by the improvement of 
his villa. In all the successive spheres 
which he filled, his life, and his measures, 
were eminently useful; and deserved, 
and gained, the approbation of his own 
mind, andshat of his country” 


We have always considered 
the ‘* steady habits’? of New- 
England as the offspring of the 
religious principles which dis- 
tinguished our ancestors. And 
of course we have ever regarded 
such of their descendants as 
abandon and oppose those prin- 
ciples, as chargeable with dead 
ly hostility against the civil wel- 
fare of their country. To hear 
a modern Socinian praise the 
habits and institutions of out 
forefathers, while he ridicules 
their theological creed, mani- 
fests a grossness and hardihood 
of inconsistency, which one 
would scarcely expect to find 
among men of discernment and 
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reflection. Such a man is a 
more dangerous enemy of New- 
Engiand than the wildest polit- 
ical visionary that ever labored 
to uadermine her constitutions 
and jaws. When the children 
of the puritans shall have gener- 
ally rejected those principles 
which entered so essentially in- 
to the formation of the char- 
acter of their fathers, they may 
boast of their descent, and cele- 
brate anniversaries; but their 
glory will have departed! ‘The 
following extracts appear to us 
to contain sentiments so just, 
so important, and so well ex- 
pressed, that we cannot forbear 
to present them, at full length. 


* The literary world has been filled with 
discourses concerning republics, anil 
their various appendages in other 
countries, as well as in this, the press has 
been loaded with observations concern- 
ing republican forms of government, 
republican rights, republican  institu- 
tions, republican virtues, and republican 
manners Either these subjects are 
very impertectly understood ; or multi- 
tudes of those, who converse, and write, 
about them, can hardly be acquitted of 
sinister designs Their practice and 
their declarations certainly have, in ma- 
ny instances, very little accordance. 
The state of Connecticut is more abso- 
lutely republican, than any other, 
which for a long period has existed in the 
world Its constitution of government 
was originally formed, and established, 
by the freemen in person. Its laws ; its 
institutions, which are the result of its 
laws; its manners, which are the effect 
of both; its virtues; and, ! might add, 
its vices toa great extent, also; together 
with its rights, duties, and interests, are 
all entirely republican. ./ man as such, 
i8,in this state, possessed of more real 
consequence, than in any other. More 
than half, I believe not far from three 
fourths, of its freemen hoid, at some pe- 
riod of life, offices either civil or military; 
and thus actually share in the govern- 
ment of the state. The state is divided, 
successively, into counties, towns, parish- 
es, and school districts: all of them bod- 
ies, holding, in subordination to the leg- 
islaturs , the powers of government over 
their local affairs ; and thus superintend- 
‘ng with peculiar felicity every interest, 


public and private, of every individual. 
Here, also, no man, as such, has any 
other power, beside his mere, bodity 
strength. All power exists in the law: 
and this is powerful without any assigna- 
ble limit. But the real power of law itself 
lies in the fact, that it is actually, and 
not in pretence only, the. public will. 
Men, here, have generally sufficient in- 
telligeuce to discern, that government is 
essential to their happiness; and to pere 
ecive that their own government is pe- 
culiarly auspicious to this desirable ob- 
ject. Hence they feel a real approba- 
tion in this case; and exercise a real 
choice ; facts searcely predieable of the 
great body of the inhabitants, in most 
other countries. In this lies the chief 
strength of our political system. 

** For this system, and all its parts, and 
consequences, the people of this state, 
are, under God, indebted to education, 
and habit It could not be established, 
nor, if established, could it be supperted, 
in any other country on the globe; not 
I apprehend, even in its sister country, 
Massachuseits. Tt could not have come 
into existence, even in Connecticut, 
among any Other set of mcn, exeept 
those, or such as those, who gave it 
birth ; nor among them, in any cireum- 
stanees Of a different nature. It ‘could 
not be mamtained by any people, ex- 
cept their descendants. 

At the same time, it is, at least in my 
own view, the best government, which 
has hitherto existed. I do not intend, 
nor am Iso ignorant as to believe, that 
any form of government is good in the 
abstract; or good for everypeople; but] in- 
tend, that under this government the in- 
habitants are, and even have been, more 
free and happy, than any other people 
ever were, since the beginning of time ; 
and that their government is, at once, 
suited to their character, and the means 
of their happiness. It has, indeed, lost 
something, in modern times, of its form- 
er excellence: but it still retains more 
that is valuable, than can be found else- 
where ; and more, than, if once lost, will 
ever be regained 

**Asthese mighty advantages have been 
preserved, hitherto, by the power of 
habit; and as habit depends for all its 
power On custom, and continual repeti- 
tion; it is evident, beyond a question, 
that he, who loves this state; or who, 
in other wo ds, is a Connecticut Patriot; 
will equally love its laws, institutions, and 
manners Such a patriot was the late 
Governor Trumbull. It was from these 
views, that he set that high price on the 
“* steady habiis” of this state ; for which 
he has been sometimes censured by per- 
sons, who, probably, had little consider- 
ed the subject: while he has been ap- 
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plauded for it hy others, as being a sen- 
tment equally honorable to his patriot- 
ism and his wisdom. 

** Permit me, on this occasion, to say, 
that this isan attachment, in which every 
vitizen of this state ought ever to follow 
this bright example; an attachment, 
which every citizen ought invariably to 
feel, and ardently to cherish: an attach- 
ment, which every citizen will feel, who 
clearly understands, and faithfully re- 

ards, the well being of himself, his fam- 
ily, or his country. 

“Permit me further to say,that,should 
the Ruler of the Universe, provoked by 
our manifold sins, suffer our ignorance, 
our folly, our crimes, or the hand ofa fovr- 
eign enemy, to destroy this singular sys- 
tem, the brightest spot, which, since the 
apostasy, has been found on this globe, 
would be shrouded in darkness, without 
a promise of returning day. 

**The religious doctrines, which the plan- 
ters of Vew-Enzland, particularly of the 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Connec- 
ticut colonists, brought with them to this 
continent, have not unfrequently been 
styled the Doctrines of grace, and the 
Doctrines of the ro iors That they 
are, substantially, the genuine doctrines 
of the gospel, is satisfactorily evinced by 
two very interesting considerations. The 
first of these is, that they have been the 
doct:ines of those, who in every age have 
claimed the character of Orthodox ; and 
who by their adversaries have been ac- 
knowledged to possess it in the public es- 
timation. By this I intend, that, from 
the age of the apostles, they were those, 
in whom the apostolic church was regu- 
larly continued from period to period ; 
so as to be, in each period, the same 
body with that, whose early history is 
contained in the aets of the apostles ; 
with that, to which the several apostolic 
epistles were addressed. Let me add ; 
they were those, in whom almost, if not 
absolutely, alone the christian character 
has appeared with uniformity, and lustre. 
That this body of men has jadged justly 
concerning the doctrines of the gospel, 
and received ther, at least in substance, 
as they are there revealed, cannot, I 
think, be questioned even with plausi- 
bility, or decency. That they have mis- 
taken them, regularly, through such a 
succession of ages, and vet brought forth 
their proper fruits in an evangelical life, 
is to me incredible. The tact would 
certainly establish this remaikable con- 
clusion; that error has been productive 
of incomparably more picty and virtue 
in the world, than the truth of God. 

** The second proof of this assertion is, 
what has indeed been hinted already, 
that these doctrines have effectuated, 
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among those who have embraced them, 
almost all the moral excellence, whic}, 
‘has appeared in the christian world.  [¢ 
we may be allowed to understand the 
apostles in the plain meaning of their de. 
clarations, these doctrines produced the 
mighty change which took place, among 
Jews and Gentiles, in the furst and see. 
ond centuries. In the same manner 
they renewed a great part of the chris. 
tian world in what is emphatically called 
the reformation. ‘T'o them, so far as my 
information extends, every revival of re. 
ligion owes its existence. From then, 
and those who received them, nearly ey- 
ery attempt to reform, and christianize 
mankind,to'publish the gospel in their va- 
rious languages, and to gather them into 
the fold of the Chief Shepherd, has obvi- 
ously sprung. In them, let me add, the 
creeds and confessions of all the reformed 
ehurches harmonize, without an excep- 
tion of any serious moment. 

‘** Had we no other proof of the excel- 
lence of these doctrines,beside their hap- 
py influence in the colonization of Vew- 
England, and the beneficial character, 
which they have been the means of n- 
stamping On our laws, institutions, and 
manners; even these would furnish a 
strong presumption in their favor. I 
will be remembered, that L have men- 
tioned these objects as forming a comb)- 
nation, in my Own view singular, as wel! 
as eminently happy. Such colonies nev- 
er existed since the world began. No 
others were ever formed in sueh a mav- 
ner or by such bodies of men. No oth:- 
ers have permanently produced sue) 
consequences, or given birth to such: 
state of society. 

“ That this wise and excellent ma 
should have received doctrines, so senc- 
tioned, so beneficent to the interests © 
mankind ; that he should have regarde: 
them with a reverence, and submission, 
due to the revealed will of God; ani 
that he should have adhered to them 
with a firmness, which, though calm, 
gentle, and catholic, was at the same 
time immovable ; was to be expeeted by 
all, who were acquainted with his real 
character. He regarded them as the 
glory of his country, the glory of the 
church, the glory of the gospel, and, ™ 
this world, the peculiar glory of iis Au- 
thor’ He loved all, who loved them: 
he honored all, by whom they were hoa- 
ored and defended.” 


We should be glad to present 
our readers with several other 
extracts from this excelleut and 
able discourse, did not our lim- 
its forbid. We take for grant- 
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ed, however, that every one who 
reads the foregoing passages, will 


embrace the earliest opportuni- 
ty of perusing the whole. 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





FOREIGN. 


Extract from the Sournal of Dr. 
Vanderkemp,c for the year 1808. 


‘As tothe stateof religion, we have 
so much more reason to praise and 
glorify the holy name of God, as eter- 
nal blessings outweigh those of this 
world, The word of life is by no 
means lifelessamongus ; and, though 
we cannot well estimate the number 
of those whom we have reason to be- 
lieve are favored with a saving knowl- 
edge of Christ, on account of their 
concealing, in great part, the inward 
disposition of their hearts, yet, from 
what we accidentally hear from oth- 
ers, we believe it to be considera- 
ble. There are, however, not afew 
in whom the work of converting 
grace is moreevidentamongus. A- 
mong these, we number two slaves 
and a Hottentot, working at the Dros- 
tdij, who frequently come over on 
Sundays to hear the word of God, 
and three Kaffra women, one of 
whom, named Lentje, was remarka- 
ble for integrity of life, and no less 
for assiduity and fervor in prayer. 
She was taken ill at a farm in our 
neighborhood, and desired to sce 
Brother Vanderkemp, who fetched 
her home in a waggon, and took her 
into his house. Here she spent al- 
most night and day in prayer and 
close communion with Christ. One 
morning she sent for Brother Van- 
derkemp, requesting him to give her 
love to all the people of God, and 
desiring to be placed in the open air. 
When he and his servant carried her 
out of doors, she said, ‘ Now I will 
g0 to my God ;’ and, while Brother 
Vanderkemp, who expected that her 
disease (being an Empyema, termi- 
hating in a consumption) would be 
very lingering, placed a mat about 
her, to shelter her from the rays of 
the sun, he observed that she turned 
herself on her side, and reclined her 


Vou. Il. Nep Series. 


head upon her arm, as if going to 
sleep ; but, looking more attentive- 
ly at her, was surprised to find that 
her last enemy was destroyed, before 
any symptom of conflict could be per- 
ceived, through him who loved her 
exceedingly. She walked with God, 
and was not, for God took her. The 
27th of July wasthe day of her tri- 
umph. Evan. Mag. 





TOBAGO. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Eligg, 
dated March 25, 1809. 


As to the mission, almost every 
thing is in an encouraging and pros- 
perous state. Though there cannot 
be so good an attendance in crop- 
time as might be wished, and I have 
sometimes my ride for nothing, yet 
doors are opening for preaching the 
gospel; so that nothing seems to be 
wanting, but laborers and pecunia- 
ry aid. 

Ihave reason to be truly thank- 
ful, both to God and man, for the 
favors I have lately received. When 
I was ill, it was thought necessary 
that 1 should go tothe windward 
part of the island for change of air, 
which I did : and was there treated 
with great respect and kindness. I 
was requested not only to attend 
the negroes, but to preach to the 
white people also: but having to 
preach at more estates already than 
I can well attend, I could only pro- 
mise, that if another Missionary 
should come to assist me, which I 
hope will soon be the case, I would 


comply with their request. The. 


harvest is indeed great ; but the la- 
borers are very few. I do not see 
penitential tears flow so freely, nor 
hear the cry, § What shall Ido to be 
saved /’—so frequently as I could 
wish ; yet I rejoice to perceive such 
4 change in the a of severgl 
97 
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persons, that I cannot but entertain 
a pleasing hope that some wili be 
eternally saved. Lbid. 


——<—-— 


Extract of a Letter from Demerara, 
aated Feb. 27, 1809. 


Hunpreps around us say, ‘ Come 
over and teach us the way to Heay- 
en, &c. Yea, thousands say to the 
Directors, ‘Use all your influence 
with government, and with our mas - 
ters in England, that the gospel may 
be preached to us, that our souls may 
live? They also have a word to the 
good people of England, and in par- 
ticular tothe Ladies: ‘ You have 
long been partakers of our sugar, cof- 
fee, cotton, Kc. —give some of your 
gold and silver to send us the gos- 
pel in return ; and should any of you 
be inclined to come and teach us, we 
will gladly receive instruction from 
you; and for your encouragement 
we tell you, That ‘they who turn 
many to righteousness, shall shine 
in the realms of glory as the stars 
forever and ever!’ We want the 
best thing that you have in England, 
even the gloriots gospel of the bles- 
sed God! [For the temporal things 
we have sent you, O send us some 
of your spiritual blessings, for you 
have enough, and some tu spare for 
poor negrocs ! Have piiy upon us, 
have pity upon us, O ye our friends, 
for we are sitting in darkness and in 
the shadow of death; Come over, 
come over to Demerara and help us ! 
—come and teach us the way of heav- 
en !—* Listen, ve fricnds of Jesus, to 
the cries of the Heathen !? Jhéd. 


WEST INDIES. 


tr will afford our readers great 
satisfaction to learn, that a check 
has lately been put that intolerant 
nud = persecuting spirit which has 
prevailed for several years past in 
some of the West India Islands. 
‘The Legisiature of Jamaica lad, a 
second time, silenced the Missiona- 
ries of different religious societies, 
who had been laboring with the 
happiest success among the negroes 
and others in that island. In con- 
tempt of the express disallowance 
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by his Majesty of their first persecy. 
ting act, they had passed another of 
the same principle, but with restric. 
tions still more comprehensive ; and 
which, in effect, precluded all teach. 
ers, except the clergy of the estab. 
lished church, from attempting to in. 
struct the negroes, &c. The conse. 
quence was,that these oppressed fe]. 
low creatures,composing nine-tenths 
of the community were left destitute 
of all instruction and religious wor. 
ship; because the few resident cler. 
gymen of the established church ngj. 
ther do nor can extend their pastor. 
al labors beyond the white inhabi. 
tants. 

The insular legislature, knowing 
that this measure would be disap. 
proved by his Majesty, resorted to 
the trick of engrafting it upon an act 
to continue the general system of the 
slave laws, which had been consodli. 
dated into a temporary act then just 
expiring. With a view perhaps to 
some such expedient, they had before 
substituted this temporary act fora 
permament one, which it repeale’. 
Their agent was consequently led to 
represent, that, if the act of continu. 
ation were disallowed, the island 
would be destitute of all slave law, 
and that dreadful confusion would 
ensue: but the Committee of the 
Privy Council for matters of Trade 
and Plantations, after full discussion, 
found a way to frustrate this shame. 
ful artifice, by disallowing, as they 
have lately advised his Majesty to 
do, both the act in question and thie 
act of repeal, which had never ex- 
pressly received his Majesty’s appro- 
bation, though several years in force. 
The general slave laws thereby be- 
come re-established, and the perse- 
cuting clauses only of the act object: 
ed to are in effect annulled. 

But the Jamaica legislature, pend- 
ing this discussion, and by the pre- 
vious stratagem of delaying to trans- 
mit the act for the royal assent, 
while it had its operation in the isle 
and under that of the govenor, hac, 
during more than a year, suspende 
the progress of the missions, and al 
religious worship and teaching, by 
means of them, to the obvious, al 
perhaps fatal, discouragement of those 
pious undertakings, as well as to the 
vreat prejudice of the numerous con: 
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yerts who had been recently made,and 
whe were in danger of relapsing 
again ito Pagan darkness and vice. 
“ro prevent, therefore, a repetition 
of such shameful proceedings in that 
or other islands, his Majesty has 
-raciously issued a general order to 
the West Indian governors, requir- 
ing and commanding that they should 
not, on any pretence whatever, give 
their sanction to any law passed con- 
cerning religion, until they shall 
have first transmitted the draugit of 
the bill to his Majesty, and shall have 
received his pleasure respecting: it, 
unless they take care, in the passing 
such a law, that a clause be inserted, 
suspending its execution until the 
pleasure of his Majesty shall have 
been signified upon it. Tbid. 





Extract of a Letter from Mr. Spit- 
tler, Secretary to the Religious Soci- 
ety at Basle, dated Oct. 18, 1808, 
addressed to the Rev. C. F. A. Stein- 


hop ff. 


Ovr Society still subsists. In the 
midst of all the political convulsions 
of the Continent, it has not decreas- 
ed, but rather increased. The de- 
mand for our periodical publication 
becomes greater every year. We 
had the peculiar satisfaction of re- 
ceiving from youa very interesting 
account of the last General Meeting 
of the Bible, Missionary, and Tract 
Societies : which was immediately 
printed, and read with the utmost 
pleasure. You cannot conceive 
how acceptable such intelligence is 
to our numerous readers. It is, 
therefore, our particular request, 
that you may continue the same. We 
have lately received several most 
interesting letters from Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergymen, who, we doubt 
not, are truly enlightened by the 
Spirit of God. They meet with much 
opposition, but their letters evince a 
spirit of resolution which cannot but 
fillour minds with admiration ! 


Lbid. 





DEATH OF MR. CRAN. 


Lerrers have just been received 
by the directors from Mr. Loveless, at 


Madras and from Mr. Des Granges, 
at Me aa dated Jan. 20, and 
Feb. 1809. By these letters 
they ate received the very afflicting 
information of the death of a most 
worthy and valuable missionary, Mr. 
GeorGe Cran. Concerning this 
mournful event, his colleague, Mr. 
Des Granges thus writes :—*‘ Our 
dear brother was severely attacked 
by a bilious fever in November last, 
which ina few days reduced him toa 
very weak and low state of body. By 
the advice of the physician, he under- 
took a tour to the northward, in com- 
any with Major-General Gowdie,’ 
&c. He appeared for a time, to have 
gained strength, but became much 
worse, when, at a town called Chica- 
cole, about 74 miles from Vizigapa- 
tam. Dr. Fleming perceiving his 
danger, wrote to Mr. Des Granges, 
who immediately set off to visit him, 
but did not arrive till six hours after 
he had breathed his last. On Mr. 
DD. devolved the painful office of 
committing his remains to the grave. 
He closed a holy and useful omg on 
Friday, Jan. 6. ‘ This,’ s says Mr. D. 
‘was asevere stroke tome. I "het 
great dificulty to bear up under it ; 
but God strengthened me! He as- 
suaged my grief for the moment, and 
forced me to say, Thy will be done ! 
Sull, my heart is heavy, and reflec- 
tion on my loss makes me lament 
over the mountains of India, as Da- 
vid lamented over the mountains of 
Gilboa, on the loss of his beloved 
Jonathan.’ 

Mr. D. has sent extracts of letters 
from Mr. Cran, written to him during 
his journey, which shew the pious 
state of his mind, and the earnest de- 
sire he retained to the last to be use- 
ful. He had acquired the Telinga 
language, and preached in it but a 
few days before his death. In a let- 
ter, dated Chatterpore, Dec. 17, he 
says, ‘I have spent many pleasant 
hours with the natives, and found 
many very desirous to know more of 
the rospel. Travelling among them, 
and proclaiming the good news of 
Salvation, is certainly delightful 
work.’ 

Mr. Loveless expresses himself, 
in relation to this distressing circum- 
stance, thus : § It has pleased the all 
w ise Disposer of events ta take to 
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himself our dearly beloved brother, 
George Cran. He fell asleep in Je- 
sus onthe 6th instant, at Chicacole, 
whilst on ajourney with Major-Gen- 
eral Gowdie for the benefit of his 
health, which also afforded him an 
excellent opportunity of preaching 
the gospel to the natives; in which 
blessed work he was employed till 
within a few days of his death. 
Brother Des Granges had the pain- 
ful office of interring his dearly be- 
loved colleague at a distance from 
home, and among strangers, having 
also been deprived of the painful 
pleasure of receiving his dying com- 
mands, and hearing from his lips 
those professions of faith in the glori- 
ous gospel, which he was so desir- 
ous of making known to the perish- 
ing millions of Hindoostan, and which 
brother D. would have communicat- 
ed for the comfort of his friends and 
fellow laborers, and the edification of 
the church at large.’ 

‘How mysterious,’ he justly adds, 
‘are the ways of Providence, in thus 
removing a young man, in the prime 
of life, who had just attained the 
knowledge of the language, by which 


he was enabled to make known to . 


the poor heathen ‘the unsearchable 
riches of Christ!’ In this we are 
called ‘to be still, and know that he 
is God;’ and, though mysterious, 
his ways are neither unwise, unjust, 
nor unkind, as we shall see hereafter. 
O that this may have a due influence 
on me, to make me more zealous and 
devoted in the work ofthe Lord, and 
to incline many to offer themselves 
as Missionaries in this country, 
where millions are crying, * Come 
over and help us.’ 

To these pious reflections no addi- 
tion is necessary. The residue of 
the Spirit is with the Lord, who, we 
trust, will strengthen the Mission 
by the speedy arrival of the brethren 
Gordon and Lee, who sailed from 
America in May last, to join the 
brethren at Vizigapatam: Ibid: 


Otaheite....Indian Jubilee. 


[ Jan, 
Ot AHEITE. 


TueE following pleasing event was 
mentioned at the last Annual Meet. 
ing of the Missionary Society :— 
A seaman, on board a trading vessel, 
called at Otaheite, and, throug:: the 
blessing of God on the preaching of 
the missionaries there, was Called to 
the knowledge of the truth. After. 
wards he was removed to a man of 
war, and became the happy instru. 
ment, by his conversation and exam. 
ple, of bringing thirteen or fourteen 
of his companions to a sense of their 
lost state, and their need of salvation 
by Jesus Christ.- Their conduct for 
a considerable time past has been 
such as to afford much hope, that 
they also have been called by the 
grace of God. 

A spelling book and catechism, in 
the Otaheitan tongue, are now print- 
ing by the society, in order to facili. 
tate the instruction of the natives by 
the missionaries, 


INDIAN JUBILEE. 


THe year] 806 being the hundredth 
year (ov the second fiftieth) since the 
gospel tirst visited the peninsula of 
India, a Jubilee was celebrated by 
the Hindoo churches, on the ninth of 
July, in commemoration of the arriv- 
al of the first two protestant mission- 
aries, in 1706. The happy occasion 
had been long anticipated, and was 
marked with demonsirations of joy 
and gladness. The people as we are 
informed, walked in procession to the 
churches, carrying palms in thei 
hands, and singing the 98th Psalm; 
and after offering up praises and 
thanksgivings to the Most High, 
they heard a sermon suitable to the 
day :—‘* Blessed is the people that 
know the joyful sound.’” 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





Tue translation of the Scrip- 

tures into the Persian language, so 
jong in preparation, and by many 
thought to be abandoned, has been 
for some time in the press at New- 
castle upon Tyne, and is expected to 
be published in the course of this 
year. 
' The History of the Dissenters, by 
Rev. Messrs. Bogue and Bennett, is 
m such torwardness, that the first 
yolume may be expected shortly. 

The Rev. John Robinson of Raven- 
stonedale, is engaged in a Biblical, 
Theological, and Ecclesiastical Dic- 
tionary ; intended to comprise what- 
ever is known concerning the An- 
tiquities of the Hebrews, and to form 
a body of Scripture history, geogra- 
phy, chronology, divinity, and eccle- 
siastical opinions. 


——_— 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
ORIGINAL. 


Reports of Cases argued and deter- 
mined in the Supreme Judicial 
Court of the Common wealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, vol. 4. contaiming the ca- 
ses forthe year 1808. By Dudley 
Atkyns Tyng, Esq. Counsellor at 
Law. Newburyport,E. Little & Co. 
1807, 

Thoughts on the,Study of Political 
Economy, as connected with the pop- 
ulation, industry, and paper curren- 
cy of the United States. oa L. 
Baldwin, Esq. Cambridge, Hilliard 
& Metcalf, 1809. 

A Letter on the Genius and Dis- 
position of the French Government ; 
Inclu dmgaview of the taxation of 
the French Empire. Addressed to 
afriend by an American lately re- 
turned from Europe. Philadelphia, 
Hopkins & Earle; and Farrand, 
Mallory, & Co. Boston,1809, 

A Sermon delivered at the Dedi- 
cation of the church in Park Street, 
Boston. By Edward D. Griffin,D.D. 
stata Preacher in said Church, and 


Bartlett professor of PulpitEloquence 
in the Divinity College at Andover. 
Boston, Lincoln & Edmands, 1810. 

A Sermon preached in Swanzy, 
N.H. Nov. 23d, and in Orange, Mass. 
Nov. 30, on the Annual ThanKsgiv- 
ings in those States, 1809. By Clark 
Brown, A.M. Keene, J. Prentiss, 
1810. 

Sermons by Rev. George Buist, 
D.D. Minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, and President of the Col- 
lege of Charleston, S.C. in 2 vols. 
N. York, E. Sargent, 1809. 

Dr. Ramsay’s History of South 
Carolina, 2 vols. 

The Trialof David Lyme, Jabez 
Meigs, Elijah Barton, Prince Kein, 
Nathaniel Cynn, Ansel Meigs, and 
Adam Pitts, for the murderot Paul 

hadwick,atMalta (Maine )on the8th 
of Sexi. 1809, before the Supreme Ju- 
dicial Court, held at Augusta, on the 
16th. of Nov. Taken in short hand 
by John Mirick, Esq. It contains a 
full statement of all the evidence of: 
fered on the part of Government, as 
well as that in defence of the prison- 
ers ; together with all the arguments 
of the Counsel and the opinion of the 
Court at full length. E. Goodale, 
Hallowell, 1809. 





NEW EDITIONS. 


The Remedy for Duelling, a Ser- 
mon delivered before the Presbytery 
of Long Island at the opening of ‘their 
session at Aguebogue, April 16,1806. 
By Lyman Beecher, A.M. Pastor of 
the Church in East Hampton. Re- 
published by Wilhams and Whiting, 
N. York, 1809. 

First volume of A New Literal 
Translation from the original Greek 
of all the Apostolical Epistles with a 
Commentary, and Notes Philological, 
Critical, Explanatory, and Practical, 
. which is added, A History of the 

Life of the Apostle Paul. By James 

Mackmght, D.D author of a Har- 
mony ot the Gospels, &e. in six vyol- 


umes, to which is prefixed An Ac- 
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count of the Life of the Author, 
Boston, Wm. Wells and T. B. 
Wait & Co. Price to subscribers 
2,50. The price will be raised to 
$3 after the publication of the third 
volume. 

Lectures on Systematic Theology 
and Pulpit Eloguence. By the late 
George Campbeli, D.D. F.R.S. Ed. 
Principal of Marischall College, Ab- 
erdeen. Boston, W. Wells, 1810. 

A new Geographical, Historical, 
and Commercial Grammar; and 
present state of the several kingdoms 
of the World, by William Guthrie, 
Esq. The Astronomicalpart by James 
Ferguson, F.R.S. To which have 
heen added the late discoveries of 
Dr. Herschel, and other cminent 
astronomers, illustrated with 25 
correct maps, the first Ametnican 
edition, improved, in 2 vols. 8wo. 
Philadelphia, Johnson & Warner, 
1809. 

Introduction to the English Read- 
er, or a selection of Peices in Prose 
and Poetry: calculated to improve 
the younger classes in Reading, and 
to imbue their minds with the love 
of virtue. With Rules and observa. 
tions for assisting Children to read 
with propriety. By Lindley Mur- 
ray. Boston, West & Blake, 1809. 


IN THE PRESS. 


Williams & Whiting,of New-York, 
have in press Zion’s Pilgrim. By 
Robert Hawker, D. D. Vicar of 
Charies, Piymouth, from the last 
London edition. 

A. Finley of Philadelphia, has put 
to the Press and will shortly pub- 
lish ‘* A Dictionary of Quotations in 
most frequent use, taken chiefly 
from the Latin and French, but 
comprising many from the Greek, 
Spanish, and Italian Languages ; 
translated into English. With il- 
justrations, historical and idiomat- 


In the Press.... Works Proposed. 


[ Jan, 


ic. By E. D. Macdonnel, of the 
Middle Temple,” 


WORKS PROPOSED. 


William M’Ilhenney, Boston, and 
Inskeep & Bradford, New-York, 
propose to publish by subscription a 
complete History of Engiand, com. 
prising the narrative of Hume, and 
the continuation of Smollet, and Bis. 
sett, exhibiting a connected series of 
English History from the invasion of 
Britian by Julius Cesar, to the trea. 
tyof Amiens, 1801. It willbe com- 
prised in 15 vols. 8vo. viz. Hume will 
contain 7, Smollet 4, and Bissett 4, 
The whole in boards, at 2 § pr. vol- 
ume, or separately, at 2,25. 

William W. Woodward will print 
by Subscription, the Family Bible, 
according to the Public version; 
containing the Old and New-Testa- 
ments, with explanatory notes, prac- 
tical observations, and copious mar- 
ginal references. By the Rev. 
Thomas Scott, rector of Aston San- 
ford, Bucks, late Chaplain to the 
Lock Hospital. From anew and in. 
proved edition lately printed and sold 
by the intended publisher of this. In 
five QuartoVolumes,from 2,50 to 5§ 
pr. volume, 

Williams & Whiting of New-York 
propose to publish, in 6 royal octavo 
volumes, cott’s Family Bible. The 
price to subscribers will be, accord- 
ing to the quality of paper, &c. from 
two dollars to three dollars and filty 
cents per volume. 

William Wells, and T. B. Wait 
and Co. propose publishing An At- 
tempt towards an Improved Version, 
a Metrical Arrangement, and an Ex: 
planation of the Twelve Minor Pro- 
phets. By Witittam NeEwcome, 
D.D. Primate of Ireland. Now en- 
larged and improved with additional 
Notes, and a comparison of the chiet 
various Renderings of Dr. Horsely 
on Hosea, and Dr. Blayney, on Zeci- 
ariah, 
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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF MRS. 
SARAH GRAY, Late of Stockbridge. 


MRS. GRAY was the daughter 
of Mr. Henry Spring, of Watertown, 
where she was born February 25th, 
1737. She was married, February 
5th, 1761, to James Gray, Esq. of 
Stockbridge, in which town she re- 
sided from her marriage tillher death, 
and during the sixteen last years of 
her life, in the family of her son-in- 
law. the Hon. Barnabas Bidwell, 
Esq. For more than 40 years she 
sat under the ministry of her friend, 
the Rev. Stephen West, D. D. In 
the early part of that period, she ex- 
perie nced the power of Divine grace, 
became a public professor of chris- 
tianity,and continued, through life to 
adorn her profession, by an illustri- 
ous exemplification of the christian 
virtues. She was a firm believer of 
the doctrines of grace, and had the 
satisfaction to witness the piety of 
her consort and her two only children, 
who all died in the exercise of the 
christian faith. In the interesting 
relations of human life, as a daugh- 
ter, a wife, a mother, and a neigh- 
bor, she was an example of female 
excellence. Naturally kind, affec- 
tionate, sprightly, facetious, and com- 
panionable, she was the object of pe- 
culiar endearment to her family and 
friends, and the delight of social cir- 
cles. But religious society was her 
choice. The truths of the gospel 
were her favorite themes. Onthese 
she loved to converse, and the charms 
of her animated conversation exhibi- 
ted religion in its most attractive 
form. Her life was chequered with 
vicissitudes. Col. Gray, her husband, 
having served in the Revolutionary 
war, as Commissary General of the 
United States for the Northern De- 
partment, was obliged, by declining 
health, to resign that office, and 
quit the service. He repaired to his 
home ; and, after a long and painful 
sickne Ss, during which her endear- 
ing assiduities administered every 
possible alleviation, ee of aconsump- 
tion, August 25th, 178 

By the circumstances ; of the times, 
his engagements in the army, and 
his premature death, his affairs 


were so deranged, that his estate 
proved insolvent, and his widow 
was left quite poor and destitute. 
Unaccustomed to such a scene, she, 
nevertheless, supported her poverty 
with exemplary cheerfulness and for- 
titude. In the midst of this trial, 
her oldest daughter, Mrs. Sarah 
Hunt, a beautiful and lovely woman, 
inthe prime of life,fell into a decline. 
Mrs. Gray, attended her in her last 
sickness, und closed her eyes, Feb- 
ruary 20th,1788, Having broken up 
house-keeping, she was now a board- 
er in avery respectable family, un- 
til her daughter, Mary Gray, who 
had in the mean time resided at Wa- 
tertown with her uncle, Dr. Mar- 
shall Spring, was married to Mr. 
Bidweil, when she became a member 


‘of their family, and enjoyed every at- 


tention and accommodation, which her 
heart could wish. Thus happily sit- 


uated, she was scarcely sensible of 


her widowed state, and, indeed, of- 
ten spoke of the time when she was a 
widow, alluding to the period imme- 
diately subsequent to her husband’s 

decease. But earthly joys are short 
lived. In February, 1808 she was 
called to mourn Mrs. Bidwell’s sud- 
dendeath. These repeated bereave- 
ments atlected her with deep sensi. 
bility. The last, in particular, evi- 
dently impaired her constitution. 
Her memory was observed to fail; 
and a degree of deafness deprived her 
of much of the pleasure of social in- 
tercourse, Yet, amidst the decay of 
her faculties, the infirmities of age, 

and the symptoms of approaching dis- 
solution, she was devoutly grateful 
to her heavenly Father, for his con- 
tinued blessings, and at the same 
time thankful to her friends for their 
kindness, particularly to Mr. Bidwell, 
for his filial exertions to render the 
evening of her day comfortable and 
serene. She was attached to Stock- 
bridge, asthe place of her long re- 
sidence, 


her religious hopes,and the deposit of 
the remains of her dearest friends. 
There she had chesen and marked 
out the spot for her own grave, by 


of the commencement of 
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the side of those of her husband 
and daughters. Satisfied with life, 
and humbly confiding in the mercy 
of God, through the atonement of the 
Savior, she waited with patience 


and pious resignation for the expect. 
ed call from this to the eternal world. 
and on the 26th of October,1809, she 
died of an apoplexy. Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord ! 


ee —— a 
ODE ON THE RESURRECTION. 


Sinc my Avranta the stupendous period 
When time’s last wave rolls to the boundless ocean 
And the trumph sounding through the Land of Silence 


Wakes the dead nations. 


Earth hears the Summons, trembling to her centre, 
Vast seas recoiling leave their banks affrighted, 
Fierce rapid flames rise to the verge of heaven, 


Spreading destruction. 


Scene less terrific, when astonish’d Sinai, 
Saw the Eternal veil’d in clouds descending. 
Now wrapt in terror, universal nature, 


Shakes with amazement. 


Hoarse jarring thunders rend heaven’s spacious conclave 
Roaring incessant, and the vivid lightnings 
Dart their red flashes while the great Archangel, 


Sounds his dire trumpe@. 


Then ina moment, death resigns his captives, 
Sending forth millions from their dark recesses, 
Rous’d by His mandate, who from dreary chaos, 


Spoke the creation. 


Nature’s dread Sovereign forms etherial bodies, 
Bright and immortal, from the scatter’d atoms, 
See the vast empire of the king of terrors 


Sinking in ruin. 


Now has corruption put on incorruption, 
Change how mysterious, rob’d in recent beauty 
View the redeemed in their Savior’s image, 


Rising triumphant. 


As the bright myriads which the night illumine, 
Gild the wide ether with collected radiance, 
So shall the just shine, inthe courts of heaven, 


Ages eternal, 


Death where’s your sting, your boasted power is baffled ; 
Grave where’s your triumph, Jesus, the Redeemer, 
Rose and ascended, while the bower of darkness, 


Trembled with hortor. 


Now deck’d in splendor and unfading glory, 
Death’s mighty victor comes to judge the nations, 
While countless myriads of blest saints and angels, 
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Sound forth his praises. 


We honor the diterary character of Dr. Parr; but as his * opinion” of Mr. 
Fellowes and his works is neither so ‘*decisive,” nor so * valuable,” in 
our estimation, as in that of our unknown correspondent, we are not “ eager 
to insert” the extract, so obligingly communicated, ‘ in” this * number.” 

Osmywn has a share of poetical merit; but, with us, the pastoral hymns, 


even of Watts, are not favorites. 


The communication on the death of Tuomas Paine, from a much esteem- 


ed correspondent, did not come to hand in season for this month ; 
have a place in our next. 


but shalt 

















